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Tambuzait marked the end of the firet stage of Captivity.
Hitherto it hud been endurable and we were assured that we
could see the war out under such conditions s we had encountered
to date. But it was not long before we realized that, from
now, things were going to change,

The town was an important market centre on the Moulmein=
Ye railway. From this point, years before the war, the .,
British had made = Burvey across the mountains to the south .
with the ides of €xtending the line into Thailand to connect
With the main lipe that ran from Singapore to Salgon through
Bankok. But they had abandoned the plan as being too expensive
and unecbnomic,

The Japanese had resurrected the old plans and decided to
canstruct the line a5 o Supply route from their main bases
in Saigon and Singapore to their frontline in northern Burma
from whence they were hoping to press on into India and to
complete the far~reaching plan of the Tripartite axis to
Join up with the Germans and Italians in the Middle Eust,
But the Rritich stopped them on the Araksn front: India did
not revolt; the Ttalians and Germens were stopped in the
Western Desert,

At Tambuzait we found the men who had preceded us from
Victoria Point and Tavoy, that is some of them. The rest
Were mcattered up and down the rallway they were building,
Here also were s lsrge number of Butch captured in the East
Indles, & few imericans and fany British., Most of them had
Come direct from Singupore 1o Moulmein by sea.

And another large group had been railed into Thailand to
Commence comstruction from Bampong,

EMarting under c¢riticism angd with stern orders from higher
up, ithe Japanese were relentless ang Gavage. The completion
af the line by a fixed date had become sn obsession, Nagatamo,
the Camp Commandant, let us krow that, "I don't care if every
prisoner dies, he will die building this raliway."

Guards continually patrolled the camp in groups. As scon
a8 they appeared everyone had to drop what he was doing,
Stand at attention and then bow lowly as they passed. This
happened day and night. If one was not quick enough g terrific
bashing ensued, often £Or no reason at all. The Japanese were
€nJOoying their new POWer over the hated Furopeans,
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Attempts. at escape were éummarily deslt with. Just before
e arrived four Dutchmen had arranged with the local natives
to make a getaway down the river, They broke camp and made
for the river only to be met by a group of Burmese police
ho were now working under the Jupanese, One tried to escape;
he was shot on the spot. The others were executed a few daws
later. '

About the same time an pustralian sergeant who had been
at large for several weeks voluntarily returned to camp. His
money had run out and he was ill with malaria, He put up a
Story that his memory had failed, He almost succeeded in -
convincing Nagatamo but ene ROrning the guards siezed him,
Lied his hands behind hig back =and shot him 25 yards from
the cump within ten minutes of rearresting him,

Nagatamo, the Camp Commandant waE @ Wan of some education
and culture: he could speak French fluently and refused to
speak English though it was known he could do so if he wished.
But he was arrogant .and cruel,

Hie second-in~command, Lieut. Waito was alBo an educated
Ban: he enjoyed c¢lassical music. But he was a drunkard and in
drink was a murderous fiadman., When drunk he would march round
the camp with a loaded revolver in his hand threatening to
5h60T anyone who was in his path. He shot and wounded an
Australian who wnly escaped death by pretending to be dead.

e was supposed to be well-connected zt home and there might
have been something to the Stery, for he was able to defy
Nagatamo.

The two hated each other and any men were saved from
torture or death by playing one against the other., 4 prisonern
caught outside tie camp, i1he had been trading with the Hurmese;
Was browght before Lagetamo, whu ordered a trial, why , nonne
knows; usually the Japanese did not bother zpout trials or
Courts=martial.

Naito was ordered to be Frogecutor, He told the Senior
british officer that Nagatamo inlended to tave the man shot
but that he, Nzito, would prese for the death penalty and
by so doing might saverthe man's life because Nagatzmo would
Oppose ndnm,

The grim farce was carried out. Naito demanded death,
Hagatamo promptly took the Opposite view and let the man
Off with & minor punishment.

e were only a few days in Tambuzait. Then we were marched
out to Camp 25~kilometre in the foothills. This had been a
coolie camp but they had all died of cholera, 4l1l around the
Camp lay skeletons where the dying had crawled into the bush.

There were shallow graves which had fallen in to reveal
more remaling.



At this camp we were organized inta "kumis", work parties
of fifty men under one of our own officers, And we were
each given a numbered woodon tag to be worn at all times,
One of these work parties was given permanent camp duties
and was made up of the coocks, wotbd and water carriers and
hygiene details, This wass the "Buppin Katsri® and into this
I was drafted,

The huts were in disrepair 50 that was one of the first
Jobs, Latrine pits had to be dug immediately. Two wells were
put down for, although there was & small stream nearby this
drained through the hillside where iay the remains of all the
cholers victius, fnyhow, it was expected to dry up in the dry
Season and it was constantly fouled by the working elephants
who were brought here every evening by their mahouts to
wash and wallow. '

Next day the working parties went out ante the line, They
had been set a task of & cubic metre per man t¢ be dug out
of & hill and carried in baskets to fill in the hollows or
build up the embankments. This had been quite a severe Lask
for the coolies wut the Australians, British and Dutch,
etronger in pbysique and able to organize manpower better
500n showed they could do one metre eaglly and be finished
work by two o'clock in the afterncon, This was a stupid thing
to 4o as it turned ocut. The Japanese lmmediately ralsed the
Lask to one and 1 half metres, There were to be times when
the task to one and & half metres. There were to be times
when the task was to reach three metres. Bridges had to be
built: great baulks of timber eut in the Jungle and hauled
out to the line, though here sometimes the elephants helped.
The pille=drivers were manned by long lines of priscpers on
ropes, often standing chest-deep in the river for hours.,

Elephants are the heavy working transport of Burma.
Captured and trained for the teak timber industry the
British Government had introduced strict rules zs to their
treatment. One day's work: two days off, & ten ton animal
takes a wholeiday to sat and rect, 4007 elephants were brought
o to the line. By the end of s vear oniy about forty were
left. The animgls scon learnt to hate the Japs who used to
order the mahouts off and mount the snimals themselves,
The mahouts, and it is a famlly occupation, have =a special
Eaiigypare for their charges and there is s very close associstion
between man and beast, Of course the animals did not understand
the Japs and the Jape did not understand the elephants, The
Japs wonld then use the heavy steel "gnka" with its sharp
hook to enforce obedience. It often turned intc a battle
between man and ¢lephant and the unfoptunate beast's terrible
¢ries of pain msde one's blood run cold. Usually the Jap
wont, but ihe elephants soon leamt to digtinguish between
Japs and prisoners,
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At first the pustralians were a bit scared of the
lumbering animals but soon got used to them, dodging under
their bellies or round their legs to fasten the chains used
te drag the heavy logs, talking all the time as they wouwld
have done to s nervous horse at home,

The intelligence of the elephant has been written of

5¢ ¢ften thalt one used to think there might be some _
eXsggeration. But it is true encugh. Even the way the animal
would 1lift a foot to enable the chain to be passed under it
was fascinating. And to see the performance if it was asked
to go on to a bridge of which i1t was not sure. It would put
out one foot, testing, testing. If it did not like it , it
would draw back trumpeting its disapproval.

I said they soon learnt to distinguish a Jap from a white
mane. duite often z guward would be lounging alongside the
road as an elephant passed. Until the elephant was right
alongside him he was ignored, Then suddenly the elephant's
trunk would come up and a filthy mece would be blown s1l
Over the Jap. 1 never saw it happen to anyone else.

There was anough food at first bui as men became sick
they were taken off the ration strength by the Japs.tNo work,
no fooud,""was the order. This meant that every man's share
had to be divided with someone elge,

The Japanese were terprified of losing & prisoner. We
were lined up and counted half a dozen times a day. In the
evening tired, dirty and hungry, sometimes we would be an
hour standing on the parade ground while the guards tried
Lo make their figures tally. And at night we had to mount a
fire-picket: two men from each hut on watch, This nsually
weant that every few days one would have to do an hour's
picket duty at some time through the night.

20 1t was that our first Christmas as prisoners of war
Came round The Christmas 5o many had thought would be spent
at home. Never mind: it will be next Christmas for sure.

Thére was no real celebration. The cooks tried to make
some Improvement in the food. There were some religious
meetings and carvl singing, it happensd to occur on a rest
day, (every tenth day) and the Japanese did not interfere.

S50 we entered 1G43. We had now learnt something about
Our masters. There were only about a dozen guards, under an
W.C.0. They acted as taskmasters but the actual construction
work was carried out under the supervision of the Japanece
Army engineers. There was little love between the engineers
and the guards, who were mostly Koreans, anyway, and this
sometimes saved us from harsh treatment, The guards were
permanentiy allocated to our unit; that is they moved with
us along the line as we moved from camp to Camp.
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some of them were scon to be known as brutal sadists and
were nicknamed accordingly. Some of these faced the tribunals
in Tokkyo after the war and were executed or sentenced to
long prison terms.

There was the B,B. short for the Boy Bastard; the R,B.C.
or the Boy Bastard's Cobber; and Dillinger. It was Dillinger
Who murdered Sergeant O'Donnell. ('Donnell, suffering from
dysentery had lagged behind when his working party was
returning to camp. When he was found to be absent at the
evening roll-call a search wag made, headed by the Japanese
W.C.0, and a large party of p.c.w. O'Donnell's body was
found st the side of the road. PBillinger, questicned by his
own N,C.0., said that 0'Donnell had tried to make an escape
vld, but, O'Donnell's body showed four bullet wounds, all
fired into his chest. Dillinger paid for it st Tokyo after
the war,

Only one showed himself to be in any way human., This was
TGeorge. and George was the guard scapegoat, he was always
in trouble for s dirty rifle, asleep at his post and being
late on. parade. '

et George was the only one who could spesak English. He
questioned the propaganda served out to them. When Moulmein
was bombed, he said, "They say there are no Britisk planes
lefty What I want to know is, 'Who the Hell is bombing
Moulmein, 'V

Aind he had a sense of humuur, something very rare im the
I.J.A. Once he came upPoOn & PeOeWe talking to a Burmese driving
an ax-cart. Both denied-having spoken to each other. George
sCratched his hesd., "Orders say prisoners and Burmese must
not talk., Now who ies telling lies? Someone must be punished”.
50 he kicked the ox in the belly, :

There sre many stories of this kind, grim or amusing.
They may be read in other books,

In our group there wore two men who wrote of our experiences.
Read Rohan Riveti's “Eehind Bamboo" and Cornel Lumieret!s "Kura".

Rivett was a war correspondent. His was the first book
t0 appear on the market after the war. Today he is managing
edltor of the Melbourne "age' and 2 frewuent commentator on
television and radio,

Lumiere was #&n interpreter; he was known to us Cornelius
the Dutchman. We did net like him btut ¥you can read more about
him in notes I have made through his book.

New Year's Day, 1943, One of our elephants died, He {or
she, only cow elephants work) was something of a favourite
with the p.o,w, Painted on hisiiside wss the number Mz,
apparently something to do with the British regulations. But
we called him "P,O,W. No 1247
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A large party of Dutch passed through the camp on their Way
from Tambuzait, They were in dreadful physical condition, and
had not yet been subjected to the hardehips of the railroad.
They had come from Java crowded below upnder battened-down
hatches. For nine days they had been chased by one of our =1
submarines and when the hatches were Tifted there were forty
dead in one ship alone. They were three weeks reaching Moulmein,
Of the 1600 who left Juva, 400 died. They rotted in Rangoon
for weeks, all ‘the time subjected to heavy bombing by the
Allies, They said they had heard that 200 prisoners were killed
in Rangoon by the bombings.

Another convoy anchored in Moulmein was heavily bombed snd
one sShip sunk, but the bomb that did this fell into a held
gccupied only by Japanese troops. Only a few p.o.w. lost
their lives. A few more Japanese were drowned BY DeOew.
while they were all struggling in the water together.

Early in Jaruary Nagatamo returned from a trip to the
Hezdquarters of the Japsnese Scuth-Tust Asia Command in
Salgon. He was s changed man, At Tambuzsit he =topped some
of the senseless cruelty and introduced a system of pay for
PaOsW., aboul one and a half cents a day, And with this we
could buy a few little comforts, He said he was trying to
gelaa Red Cruss ship in with parcels, It never came but that
might not have been his fault. -

But why the changed attitude. Was he reading the writing
on the wall? That he might have tu answer to a tribumal of
victorious pallies?

We heard plenty of news of allied virtories but never
knew what te believe., But we did know that our planes were
a#ctive and there seemed very few Japanese aircraft to combat
them,

Early in February, in the small hours of the morning, I
hiad had to make a visit to.the lstriwme. There I found Captain
Hence and Lieut, Ransom. We were talking guietly when through
the g£till night sir came a sound we knew well Trom Malaysza
days: a long "crump, crump". Thunder?n I sald, "No bloody
fear," said Hence. "That's hombing!". And £0 it was. They
were coming nearesr. Tembuzaii had suffered its firet attack.
It was to be bombed three times before it was evacuated, and
it wae said that two ships had been sttacked by aircraft at
Tavayi

Whatever rumours we wmight have heard, whatever news received
might be true or not, at least we could see that the pllies
were hitting back, After a whole year of amerial inactivity,
at last they were comlng. snd it was obvious that the Japanese
lines of communication by the sea-route up through the Bay
Of Bengal wss no longer aafe. If ever they needed the railway
ithey needed it now. And they drove us harder than ever. The
food became worse and less of it.



With the food being reduced to & small quantity of rice,
no meat or vegetables a new sickness made its appearance:
beriberl and its close relation, pellagra. More and more men
became afflicted with dysentery. The death tcll reose. But the
Japanese demanded more and more men on the rallway, and mors
and more effort from those able to stagger out to work. When
1t was not fortheoming the brutal bashings increased, On
March 10th the Japanese sapper in charge of a section where
200 susiralians were working declared himself noi sutisfied
with the amount of work being done., Capt. Blau tried to
explain that the men were ili, The Jap struck him a heavy
blow across the mouth knocking him down a steep bank, the
Captain got up and came back up the bank and again tried to
put the case for the men. Another Japanese sapper came running
and feiled Captain Blau with a heavy tree-branch. The officer
tried to protect his head and save his glasses but the first
Sapper knocked the head off a pick and with the handle started
to belabour the unfortunate pustralian. The men were seething
tut the officers kept them in check., Any attempt to lntervene
would have brought the other Japs rumning and shooting, The
unconscious Captain Blau was carried back to camp later in
the evening. He recovered.

it Camp Kllo 14 conditions were, if possible, worse.
Captain Mull and two others decided to make an escape bid.
Captain Mull could speak Burmese, knew the country, (he had
worked here bvefore the war,) He had raised a sum of money
from old Burmese acquuintances, and he had =z guide. If anyone
could make a success of it,.1t would be Cuptuin Mull, He and
two compunions avoided the Japanese easily enough but they
could not throw off the Burmese police who got on to their
trail. One of his companicns went down with malaria and wWas
left with some friendly Purmese, 'The Japs got him and shot
him on the spot. The cther two were brought to bay and a
running fight ensued, Captsin Mull was killed and Serg. Bell,
wounded, was taken prisoner. He was executed at Tambuzalt,

On March 18th. orders were given to move out to Camp Y5
Kilo., a fifty kilomctre march, At least it was over a falirly
good road although at this time of the year 1lis surface
consisted of a foot of dry dust. We set out very early,
Carrying all our gear and helping those sick men whom the
Japs considered well enough to walk, The worst of the sick
were sent back to Tambuzalt,

dn the road we passed other camps, somsilmes of DeQuWe,
sometimes of conscripted Durmese labourers, Some camps were
deserted; cholera had styuck here.

We met caravans of bullock carts and long files of Burmese
going, noone knew, Sometimes a few working elephants travelling
ponderously along, each one holding the tail of the one in
front. The leader of one of these convoys was the largest
glephant I've ever seen — and his Mahout was a ten year old
boy holding a swith of bamboo instead of the usual cruel anka,
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The railway had been completed as far as the 60 Xilo peg
and from here the work was being carried out olong the foot
af a 1000 foot escarpment. There were thousands of Burmese,
men women and children, seated along this part of the line,
Patiently napping the hard limestone into ballast, Bullock
wagons carried the broken stone to the rail sites. There
were aleo large stacks of firewocod being stacked for the use
of the locomotives when they came.

At the 65-Kilo the road and rzilway made a turn inland
to the east and began to c¢limb inte the wmountains. We =0
Elragggled into camp sometime in the night having been about
fifteen hours on the road. Some dld not arrive until the
next duy. We had marched 4% miles un a handful of rice.
There was plenty of water from beautiful hiil streams, but
this could not be trusted:. there were too many cholera camps
along their banks. Every men carried a bllly or tin of soue
kind and at halts sll water used was boiled. The first thing
the tired soldler did was make & little fire and boll the
water he was going to drink, Although we had no matches there
were fires =1l along the route in old burning logs cleared
away for railway construction.

Camp 75-Kilo, under other c¢ircumstances would have been a
beautiful place. 7t was situated in the hills on the banks
of a lovely, gently flowing river., The huts were well built,
it had been erected by a group of British p.c.w.

But in some ways 1t was worse than bhe 25-Kilio: there
wxg the same unending teoll, the same starvation diet, the
same brutalities., But here the guards started the Tambuzait
tuctice, marching through the huts at night and making
everyone get up and bow as they passed. This might happen
three or four times in one night - not much fun for dog-tired
T .

In April, 2,500 Burmese were brought in and given the
best half of our camp., These were all refugses Ifrom the
devasted Worth where the two armies were facing each other.

A high fence was ereclted between us and communication for-
bidden, but we still managed to talk to some who spoke &
English, They stoutly declared that the British were winning.
ind there was no doubt where their sympathies lay.

{ne great worry sbout the Burmese was their total ignorance
af hygiene and we fesred that ?%-Kilo might turn into a
c¢holera camp.

Here at EKilo-75, or Mello, as it was named by the Burmese,
the First showers of rain herulded the coming monsgon., They
were only light storms at first but the inadequate roofs
leakediibadly, s¢ we did our best in our "epare time" to patch
then up against the coming downpours. The Purmese had several
unoccupied huts in their part of the camp and they used to

Btrip some of the attap from these and throw it over the
fence to us.
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Amongst them I saw an advanced case of leprosy., It is
common in this part of the world; it is said’ there are 2
million lepsrs in Tndla, NO doubt there was more than one in
the camp.

And the Burmese never seemed to sleep., In.spite of working
hard all day, st night there was a continuous chatter in
their quarters, punctuated by occaslonal loud yells, us
though a gambling game was in Progress. -

On the i3th. April the camp had the honour of being visited
by General Saso who was in command of the whole project.
There was much running about and galuting by the Japanese.
e were lined up and inspected and the Generul made a detailed
inspection of the camp, After he had gone we were again
iined up and the “Taicho", or local Commandsnt made a speach.

"Wa jor-General Sasa on hig:visit was pleased with the
digciplinesnd cleanlinese of the camp. But on one point he
Wwags not pleased: there were too many sick men in the camp.
Seelng that instructions had been given that all =ick were
to have gonme to Repto or Tambuzait he could not understand
this state of affairs. The position mubt’ . be improveds. It 15
difficult to get food =0 far into the railway but whot food
there is must go to the workers, The men who are unfit will
get no food. At the 170 and 180 Xilo camps there are 2,000
brisoners and they get only rice and it is only one-third of
the rice ration and there are no sick, We cannot send all
sick Back to Repto for there are no trucks and the sick
could not walk that far., Put Repto iz being closed down and
the sick are going to Tambuzait which is too farp for men to
wallk, so0 they cannot send any men to Tambuzait,.

The railway will be finished in fugust and it will bring
food to all then so it is only for four months that we have
to endure, There must be no sick men. They must go to work
even 1f they die. If they are sick they will get no food.
This is not the order of the Taicho who is very sorry for
you but it is the order of his guperior officers.

Japan 1ls fighting a war for the peacc of the world, Zhe
#ag forced into the war by the ABCD powers and had to fight.
The railway iz part of the fight for the peace of the world
and we must help wnd we must endure for four monthe only.
The number of sick must be reduged quickiy to 20%. The Taicho
intended to start tomorrow but he is Borry for you and it is
notL his order s0 he gives one week, till the 20th, to reduce
the nuaber of sick.'" As the Taicho had allowed only a handful
of glen Lo go to Pepto and Tambuzalt; as there were no
medicines and little food, his speech did not give much comfort.
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At the end of the week the sick were reduced bo 20% by
the guards by the simple expediant of forcing the rest of
of the sick men out to work, If they could barely stand out
they went, and they died on the track. Every day several of
them returned to camp dead. But the Tzicho was able to report
that only 20% sick were in camp on azny given day.

t'ne Burmese and Thais living in the mountains began to
evacuate that part of the country. Cholera was raging in the
villages and Lthey were being repeatedly ralded by Japanese
parties to seize them for forced lubour, Day after day they -
trudged =long the road, mostly women and children, or pushed
their patient oxen to the limit. There were few young men
amongst them - they were in the hands of the Japs. And they
left a trall of dead and dying. More than once our men, going
or coming from work wouldd find an ox-cart standing in the road,
its occupants dead or dying, All they could do was to pull the
cart Lo the side of the road, unycke the oxen and tether them
snd hope that some other PBurmese family would do what it could
for the children or women.

The Japanese had said in their news releases: "§e have
relessed the Burmese from Eritish oppression. Everywhere
the Purmese gladly snd eugerly took up arms against the
hated British, We have given the Burmese their freedom,"

But the Burmese used to say, "Nippon ano good. 500n British
come buck.™ Once a party of pustralians on The road were passed
by some Burmese women. To their surprise one of the women, in
faultless knglish, sald, Y“Keep your chin up, Seldier, it won't
ke long now.n

Z5th Lpril, and one of those queer twists of the Japanese
we never understicod. An Australian, who had done nothing to
€arn it, was bashed by one of the Japanese engineers. Tired,
overdriven he committed the unpardonable crime of hitting
back, Immediately, aboui « dozen Japanese engineers were on
to him with shovels and pickhandles. Some how he dodged most
0f them until the Japznese guards grabbed him and tied him up
There was a fierce altercstion hetween guards and engineers
and the prisoner was marched buck to camp snd Pit in the guzrd-
house. We expected him to be shot., Next day we were lined up
znd the Taicho told us that znyone who risisted any dJapanese
soldier would be shot., The prisoner was marched away and
beaten up, but not too badly, Then he wss released. It can
Qng be assumed that the guards resented interference by the
angineers.

We were lssued with some copies of the "Greatep Aslar,
printed in English in Rangoon. These were mropaganda sheets.,
Much was given over to the reasons why Japan was at war and
the rest to the glorification of the Japanese troops, COne
story was that of a Japanese plane and o British being engaged
in a dog-fight over RBurma, The Japanese ran out of ammunition
50 he drew his sword, flew his plane upside down and neatly
sliced off the British pilot's head, in another dog-fight

another pilot also ran out of ammo but fortu 1
supply o% rice cakes, : ' T natﬁ,y ha.hgd :



He threw these zi the British Pilot and had the satisfaction
of seeing him forced down.

At the end of April (1943} Nagatamo advised our officers
that we would shortly be going to Camp Kilo 113 to commence
the third phase of the railway. He thanked our colonel for
his co-operation and said that he had given orders that
bashings and beatings were %o cease, He had hardly lurned
his back to return to Tambuziit when a party of australians
were severely besaten up by the engineers, this time with the
help of the guards, hecause & plle driver fell over sidewayse

In May the monsoon came on in earnest. It Just pained and
rained and rained, The earth in the cuttings turned to slush.
Eut the work still went on,

On the 13th we were suddenly taken off work, Burnmese taing
out place. We then had to march to Camp Kile 105, That's 30
kilometers, about 19 miles. We marched through the rain -
carrying or helping our sick. It took nearly two days to
make it. We camped in the rain on the side of the road with
ne shelter whatever, Those whose bhoots had rotted off suffered
severely for under the mud of the road was = layer of sharp,
flinty stones. Again I was pleased with myself I still had a
palr of boots in fair condition. These I had only worn when
workKing in places where some protection was needed for the
feet. Most of the time, like the others, I was barefooted.
Uur clothes were now reduced to a black G-string iesued by
the Japanese,

We found Camp Kilo-105 to be another native cholerz camp.
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Caup 105 Kile, or Angenaug, as the Burmese called it was
full ¢of dead coolies, We dragged out about sixty bodies and
turied them, There were wlreudy many buried in the nearby
Jungle and many more unburied that we only found from time
to time further awsy wheresthey had perished in their flight,

The huts were ince bad state of repair and no protection
from the now continuous rain. Fortunately there was plenty
of material in the surrounding jungls., Latrines had to be
dug, kitchens built, and every day graves to be dug and our
dead buried.

The doctors did their best. They had no medicines, no
instruments, bui they worked day and night, oftem taking
Suavuage bashings from the Juapanese when they tried to prevent
thelr patients being dragged out to work.

The senlor Japanese W,C,0, called me over. "You carpenter?!
he asked. "Yes", I answered. There was no point in saying
anything else. He wanted = storehouse for the Japanese
rations, to be erected alongside the Japsnese kitchen and
the guards sleeping quarters. ] asked for twenty men, hoping
to get & few days easy work for some of my friends, lfgn N
he snapped. So I collected ten of my mates, drew some tools
from the railway stores and set to work.

Bamboo was the material for walls, attap (palm leaf) for
the roof, We did a good job, making it spin out as long as
we could, And the N.C.,0. wus s0 pleased he gave us z tin of
cigarottes, But he did not know what a good job it really
Wiis.

A4t the back, where the wall abutted on to the jungle, I
made a secret door by breaking the insides of the bamboo
Joints s¢ that smaller bamboos could slide up and down in
them and s0 leave an opening.,

Then we unloaded the Jap stores and stowed them away in
the new building. There were casks of dried fish and sugar;
bags of lentils and beans, All the things we so badly needed
to ward off berl beri and pellagra, scurvy and the blindness
ceused by vitamin deficiency.

I carefully noted the position of everything and arranged
them to sult my ulterior Prpose,.

The monsoon was on us in full force: strong winds and
hezvy rain, On nights like these T left my hut and crept
round the edge of the jungle to the storehouse, The noise of
the wind and rsin drowned any sounds T might have made.
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I lifted up my secret door and crept in, feeling my way 1n
the darkness with a cautious hapd in front of me, moving on
hands snd knees. Into a satchel hung arcund my neck I stowea
the things I wanted. The lentils were easy. A sharped length
of bamboo stabbed into the sacks and a stream of these
valuable little peas flowed into the satchel, On the other
gide of the bamboo partition, by the flickering lighi of =2
hurricane lsmp I could see the sleeping guards.

One night, creeping hetween the rows of sarks, a hand
feeling the way zhead, I touched the shins of a man. I seemed
to have an immediate mental hlackout, expecting a bayonet
thrust. For some stupid reuason J made a sound that I hnpcq
ressembled the growl of a dog: some vague idea of pretending
to be one of the stray mongrels that strayed around the camp.

The man I had touched retreated into the darkness. So did
I: back to my secret docr. Outside, against the skyline I
glimpsed the figure of what locked like an Austrailan scldier,
his waterproof groundsheet flapping in the wind. Heg had been
on Lhe same errand as T was. I pever found out who he was and
he would not have known who scared him as much as he had
SCcared me,.

I shared my booty with a few friends. About ten irips were
made in the next three months and it was this thieving that
kept us alive.

One night my probing had touched a cotion thread stretched
SCT08S the nyrrow pussage between the casks and sacksa I
traced it to the end and found it attached to an empty tin
precariously balanced. Tt was a trap. The Japanese had bescome
aware that the store was being railded. I don’t think I was
zlone but the others would have had to come in through the
door. 1 =m sure noone, not even my friends knew of my secret
door, I had not told them for if they had ever been caught
with the stolen goods the less they knew the better. The
dizcovery that the Japanese knew frightened me off and 1
gave up wy thieving.

Some time later a Duichman wuas cuught. He was savagely
beaten, and hung up by his wrists for a day as an eXample to =b
the rest of the camp. Then he was sent to Tambuzalt. We -
never lezsrnt his fatea

The Japanene (ommandant's house had been builit under a
huge leasning tree for shade, When the monsocon hit it seemed
that the ftree could be blown down onlo the house. He asked
vur Colonel if there were any men capable of fellingthe
tree without damaging the house, Four Queensland timber-
getters voluntiered, "I'1ll shoot you if 1t falls on my housel
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The four men walked carefully round the tree, spat on the
tett, moved back and studied it from every angle, Then they
started with axe and cross-cut saw. You could have got 100-1
it wag impossible, Bui they brought it down a couple of feet
clear, '

These timber men were the woodcuttersfor the camp. They
worked alone or rather in peirs and then in the afterncon
we would go out and carry the logs in for them to cut and
split into biillets for the fires. As the closer Lrees were
felled they had to go further into the jungle and our logs
had to be carried further. S0 we salvaged a couple of the
deserted Burmese ox-carts and dragged the loge in on those.
The woodcutters kept thelr saws and axes in their own possess-
ions the Japs had long since lost trace of them. They carried
them {from camp to camp and bestowed infinite care upon theu,
But sharpening files were unobtainable from the Japs.

Poing = job for the Japs in the railway stores I saw a
whole box of them. I guickly lifted iwg and hid them in my
shorts. The timber cutters asked, Yiny wedges there?! Next
day I hed a look and saw a whole heap of them. I tidied up the
heap and put two big ones against the bomboo wall. That
night T paid the store a visit. Toosened a couple of bamboos oo
and pulled the wWedges through. Heavy as they were thelr new
owners kept them in their kits and carried them wherever they
. Went,

This was Leak country, ithoe wealth of Burmz. We felled
many magnificent trees, some 120 feet high and cut them up
for firewood., Here and there in the jungle we would come across
great ssawn stumps where trees selected by the Foresiry peopile
had been felled and dragged out by elephants.

There was a road of soris, or rather a series ¢f parallel
tracks, made by the teak cutiers, ond this road ran right
aCross the wmountains into Thallaznd through the Three Pagoda
Pasg, This route was centuries old, used, not just by itimber-
cutters but by trading caravans of ox-carts and long before
that, by the armies of Burma and Thailand in thelr wars against
each other., It ie said that the Three Pegodos marks the spot
where the last peace was made - a couple of hundred years afo.

About this time I got my first real bashing. T had had =
few cuffs and kicks but nothing serious. This particular
morping we were building a new shed 0 house diesel oil for
the trucks snd railcars. The day before we had sunk the
pogtholes. During the night some sick pecs.w had failed to
make 1t to the latrines and had used the post hole, The Jap
in charge of our party saw it and took 1% as some form of
deliberate insult towards him or thce Imperial Japanese ATrmY.
They were alway locking for, and finding insults te the master
race,
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He called me over and started shouting. Of course I had
no idea of what he was talking about and remsined silent,
usually the best thing to do when this happened. He grobbed
the shovel out of my hand and laid into me around the head,
knocking me out and with a couple of bad cuts in the scalp.
I was unconscious for about an hour. When I recovered the
Jap had gone elsewhere.

A report drifted up the line that 600 men had died in one
week from Cholera, mostly British and Dutch. It appears that
a party of 12,00 were belng brought up by train from Singapore
They had had no water for several days und in the overcrowded
trucks thirst had become a torment,

The train pulled up near & Thal village and the prisoners,
not allowed to leave the train, appealcd to the Thais. Soon
some of the Thals were running up and down the length of the
train with buckets of water from a beautiful elearcsiream
nearhy,

L Hygiene Sergeant on the train did all he could torstop
them drinking it but he was ignored. Within the nexl iwo
weelks half of the contingent were dead. Cholera.

Cholera is endemic in Asia and there is a high death toll
every vear, Rut many recover and seem to have acquired some
immunity, but many of these remain infected and act as ¢arriers.
With no sanitation they lesve the germs of the disease wheres
ever they go, The soil around villages becomes infected and
remzins 50 until the monsoon comes, Then this infected soil
is washed into the streams which become heavily infected in
turn, So the first weeks of the monsoon are the dangerous
pericds,

The villagers drink mostly tea, a large pot of which is
kept constzntly brewing-or stewing on every hearth, so there
are not as msny cases as one would expect.

Ever since we had left Singapore I had been constantly
drumming it into the men's heads that cholera was always
present: that it was up to them whether they got it or not.
On arrival in Burma they soon saw for themselves and they
became cholera conscicus, enforcing water discipline in their
own renke. £11 watey was bolled and =set out in drums from
which water bottlescwdre.filled, A dipper was used thai must
not touch the water bottle and the bottle was held away from
the drum so that any spilling over the bottle wonld not fall
into the tub and maybe infect a couple of hundred men coming
behind, The men were taught to comsider every inch of ground
surface to be infected mo that any article placed thereon
would be contaminated and if the contamination reached the
mouth it could mean cholera.



At meal times a tin of boiling water was placed on a small
fire at the eating place and in this the dixles were washed
and then stowed away in kits away from fiies. The months of Tr:
training saved "Al' Force from water-borne cholepra but it was
at Angenaug that the disease first invaded our ranks. Camp
Ella 105 cost us sixty lives from cholera, a1l of the caused
by contact with contaminated waterial or flyborne, as they
accurred in ones and twos over a period,

It is a frightening and demorslizing disesase. & group of
men would lie down to sleep, all apparently well. In the
morping one or two could not be awaken: they wore dead.

Every evenlng the Last Post was heard. Men died avery day
There were no funersls: & few of the men's own mates and the
padre, bugler snd gravediggers: that was all, All except for
one of the wmost savage and cruel on the line: one "Pinhead!.

Yet he would often quietly attend the burial and when the others
had gone would kneel beside the grave and pray, Then leaving

a little bunch of flowers., Ue would as quietly go away. What
went on in that twisted mind?

Thre Jungle was s11 zround us. Great teak and other trees
whoge timber wss vualued sll over the world. There was & forest
giant whose crown Was 2 mass of tiny white blossoms thut fell
in a continuous snowstorm. Another with crimson flowers whose
pelels made o rich carpet for yards around.

There were muny wild animals in the jungle but they were
seldom seen. PBut these animals were the natural prey of tiger
and leopard and when the activity zlong the line frightened
away the deer andchear the tigers and leoparde beczme hungary.
or these predators are confined to their own territories:
they never intrude upon their nelghbours, Or if they do they
are driven out again. When the Jzpanese started bringing cattie
into the camps t{o help out our food rations, the tigers came
toc, One night there aruee much belicwing from the cattle
corral, much shwuting from the Japanese guards and & few shots.
We rushed out, just in time to see the shadowy shape of a big
cat leap over the corral raile.

Some became man-eaters and killed the Rurmese travelling
along the road. & camp 0f Indizan P.0.w. was attacked several
times by & tigress and ner:cub., Two Indians were talten, the
anlmuls crashing through the attap walls of the hut, killing
and drageing their prey out of the camp. But the cub was

apparently touv young and not strong enough for it abandoned
1ts kill a few yards from the CilMa

I never heurd of a Ruropean being attacked. Tt used to be
szld in Maluys that o white mun wag guite suafe: that = tiger
would not attack him for food =& he was = carnivore like
themselves: that & tiger could distinguish the mest smell and
wowld leave him slone.
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In June the sick and dying were so numercus that a special
camp was set up at Kilo 55 and the worst cases from all the
Camps along the line were taken here by truck. To be sent to
Kil-55 was to be sent to die but it did mean a lot Lo these
left behind. The food had been issued on work parzde™ basis
and with as many as two-thirds of the total force i1l it meant
very little for anybody as sick received a share of ours. So
for a4 while we were. on almost full ration. Down =t the &5
Colonel Coates and his staff did miracles but day and night
%ﬁe fgneral fires burned. They were dying tooc fast to be

riad,

In July the first truins came through from TPambuzait, At
first these were only railmotors drawing o couple of trucks
bui as time went on light locomotives sppeared with longer
trucks,

These railmotors were German made and very ingeniously
made. They had a hydraulic Jack at each corner znd carried
pneumatic tyred wheels bolted on to the sides. If needed
for road work they were Jacked up, the steel wheels removed,
the tyred ones put on, the truck lowered and driven away to
the road, They were geared in reverse the same way ag forward.

With the first trains came o film unit. A propagends fllm
Wag to be made for the benefit of tho neutral nations. A
C¢ouple of hundred of the fittest men were isocued with a
complete outfit of new clothing and then ordered to march
"out-to work" singing happily. But noone could make them
8ing snd it looked as though there might be some trouble.

But someone got the idea of singing the old army song, "Bless
tem all™, {(with words gquite unprintzble}. The Japg were
pleased, the camera turned, the recorders recorded. There

wWas o sequel, but that is anuther story: it is told elsewhere
by someone else, '

4 "hospital" was set up showing an Australian sclidier
reading a letter from home in a spotless bhed; an attractive
Japanese nurse bending solicitiously over him.

A M"stage canteen" was set up, 1ts shelves lined with all
Sorts of comforts, & line of men with hands tull of notes
queveing up to spend them. The servers behind the counter
clad in spotless white coats, Another scene of sick P W
soldiers: the packs of wolking cases shouldered by Japanese
After it wss all over the "properties? had to Le handed back
but gquite a few things were whizzed off, '



13

n the 28th May & card had been issued to Us. This Was
ihe international:

SERVICE TR PRISONIERS DE GURRRE,

F'I‘Di‘l’l Jl-D{\l'wI I‘-ID------.nI‘IHmE-u--....Natiﬂnality..,....q
RallKeswsanavsnanseCamp War Pricopers! Camp - Moulmein ~ Burma

IMPERTAT, JAVANESE ARMY.

I am Gtill in & POW camp nesr Moulmein, Burps,. ‘'here sre
23,000 prisoners, being Australisn, Tutch, English and
smerican. There are seversl comps of 2/ 2000 prisoners who
work szt settled labour duily. We are quartered in very plain
huts. The climate is good. Our life is now casier with regard
to fooud, medicine mnd clothes. The Japanese Commander sincerely
endeavours to treat prisoners kindiy,

Officers! sslaries are bused on salary of Jupanese Officer
Cf the game rank und every prisoner who periforms labour or
duty ie given daily wages [rom 25 cents (minimum) to 4% cents
“ccording to renk and work,

Cantecns azre established where we can buy some extrs foods
2nd smokes. By courtesy of the Japsnege Commander, We conduct
concerts in the camp and a limited numberp g0 to o picture
show about unce = month.

. That card reached our relatives in Augtralia 1% months
ater.

The trains, some with guite large locomotives were now
coming from the north se far the 105 Kilo snd from the south
L0 a point some 60 miles from us. The Japs were behind schedule
tihe 1ine was to have been completed by fugust. They drove us
Horder than ever, gangs of men often working for sixteen hours
stralght without food and then oniy being sllowed to sleep for
20 hour or two on the site in the rain,

Where us up to now the engineers had been careful to sec
that no logs or rubbisk wae used in filling the embankments
from now on they threw anylhing =l =11 in regardiess that in
s few weeks it would rot .and collapse,

Japsnese troops and their supplies new begsn to appear,
mzaking their way nerth towsrds the front line in Burma. They
made forced marches over the 120 Kilos between the reil headsn
d?agging mortars snd light erlillery by hend usnd = few heavierpr
Fleces by mulec,

We wsmtched them go by. Sometimes a man would fall, If He
were slow to get to hig feel o Jupanese NGO would pull him
Up and bazh him. Cne yuite young boy fell: his NCO Srebhed
his tin-hat, filled it with mud =nd sguashed it down on the
GWHEF'E fiead, pulled him to his feet and kicked him along the
rosd.
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Tn the continual rain the road was almest impassable to
trucks. along that 120 kilos they were bogged every few yards.
At all hours of the night we were huuled from our slesp &nd
marched zlong the road to pull out bogged trucks.

There seemed to be s lot of army stores going the other
Way -~ from Burma south. Why? Were the British driving them
out of Horthern Burta? Was there s threat of an pllied landing
in the south?

Another Christmas came round, our second in captivity., 4n
attempt was made to muke 1t somewhst cheerful but with no
great success although there hud been some Improvement in the
food since the trains ware getting through. Well, never
mind we will be home for the next Christmas,

Then, on the 20th. January 1944 the ruils were joined
near Nikke, There were greszt celebrations and important o
Ceremonies by the Japanese, There wus o sEtory current that
the reils were joined by a golden rivet{, Ten minutes later
the rivet had disappeared - whizzed off they say, by an
Arstralian,

we wWere given iwo days holiday, extra food and sn issue
©f clothing including boots: 21l stuff from captured Rritish
“lores, An order was given to stage a concert and in this
some of the Japanese, including the Camp Commandant, Hochi,
Played parts. It was no great success but We made the best
of it.

i few days later we were told to preparce to leave iAngaun-
gneug; that we were going to Theiland; that "Our days of
endurance in the cause of Peace were over." e gave no grest
credence to this but did rejoice that our sadistic Huards
were not coming with us. Maybe the next lot would not, they.
could not, be as bad,

The watchmakers patched up our old wutches: expert forgers
made faceimilis of 'OMEGA' fuces, The Japs would give any-
thing for Omegas, They were not interested in any othersg
having plenty of looted ones. They got their Omegus.

ind someone sold the Jups plenty of flints for their
looted Rohsons. The tflints' wepc pleces of galvanized wire.
Ye had left before the Japs realized they had been tricked.
Unfortunately, an Australiun wnit passed through shortly
ziter we had gone and Lhe irate Japs took 1t ocut on then,

Gn the 28th January we were packed into trucks on our
Way to Thailand, Cur last slght of Burmz was the Three Pagudas,
on the border,

And the last of our elephants died that day: old Tusker,
something of & pet and MasScot .
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CHATTER 10

"he train crawled into the Three Pagoda Pass. Everybody
craned their necks to get = glimpse of the pagodas. Suddenly,
25 we rounded 2 bend in the line they were lhiher~thres _small
Btupas, very old, very shabby. There was no monastery
attached; no sign or any priests,

It was a2ll rather disappointing: There had been s0 much
symbolism attached to them reaching down through the centuries
af PBurma's and Sism's history to our own part being played
here in South East isia,

5t311, they did mark our depsarture from Burma, and that
was somelhing. None of us wanted %o come back here agalin,.

We had come into Burma by sea, along the western coast
by way of Victoris Point, Mergui, Tavoy and Moulmein. We
were leaving it by its gouth-easter land border with Siam.

We knew that the final battle for Asia was being fought
On Burmats northern bkorders with India and Chlna; iIn the ©
foothills of the Nimalayas. We had being playing a part in
that battle, on the wrong side, building a line of
communication for the Japanese.

How we were going into Siam.

in the history of South~East asia, these two countries
hag played a big part, along with Cambodia, Laos and
Vietnum. Perhaps it is time here to tell you something of
that history.

The long 4Lsian peninsula that contains those countries
and Malaya was known to the (reeks asnd Romans as the
"Golden Chersgonese;" in more modern times 1t was called the
"Rice Bowl of the World." Marco Polo and other:fumed travellers
KEnew it.

Burma was probably populated by its present inhabitunts
somctime in the second or fipst centuries before the
Christian era. There were two main stresms of migration,
one from the countries south of Tibet and Noerthern india
znd one from Southern China. There was & third great influx
in lster times when Xubluai Khan's brother destroyed the
Cities of the Tai who had established a civilization of their
own in the very south of China, Driven from theilr homes they
fled into Loos, Cambodis, Burms and Slam.

In these lands they set up & new civilization some aspects
of which zre present to Llhis day, such as thai cult of
Buddhism which replaced other forms of Buddhism, Jinduism
Iselam and even Christianity, although enclaves of these
religions have survived, like the Christisn Karens of the
Forth. .

some o0f this civilization perished and its traces are
found in ancient ruins like those of snkor Wat im (Cumbodia,
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About the time of the Norman Conquest a Burmese warrior
king, Anawratha, welded sll the little kingdoms into one
greal power: the Kingdom of Pagan, that being the nzme of
AneWratiha's chief c¢lty. This city became cone of the great
¢ities of the world. :

But it wag deoomed., Tn 287, the empire founded by
fnawratina crumpled before Lhe onslaught of the grezt Mongol
tnvader, Kublai Khan., £11 that is left of Fagsn to-day is
2 Vast, but impressive, ruin with 5,000 pzgodas snd stupas:
there were originally 13,000,

The pecple rebuilt their civilization but it was
fragmented very much into the countries ac we know them.

"he Portuguese czme in 1519, Then the Britisi who became
engaged in war with the bloody King Thibaw, They established
Rangooun, although there hud been an o0ld eity there in ancient
time. It wss, and is, marked by the fezmous Shwe Degon Pugoda,
the greatest Buddhist shrine in all Asia.

The 320«foot golden spire rises above its platform, 1420
feet in circumlference and dominates the land from the Pagu
¥ona hills 1o the sca, 7ts ornamental top is covered with
8,688 shecte of gold leuf, vach a fool syuare, each square
worth $:%00, In addition there are many thousands of diamonds,
rubles and emeralds snd even vaster numbers of gemi-preciouns
Stones.

The Shwe Dagon dwarfs all other pagodas in the Eugst and
many of them sre magnificent. There is onc some A0 feet taller,
in Nakim Paton, Siem, but it lacks the weslth snd magnificence
of the Shwe Nagon.

fnother old Captisl is Mandalay of which Kipling sung.
Eipling's pagoda is at Moulmein and some of our fellows
had seen thal one. ¥e Baw only = small paprt of southern
Furms and I guess we saw too much of that under conditions
that hurdly endeared it to us; now we were leaving 1l with
ne regroto.

The Three Pagoda Pass marked the border. We were soon
travelling down the mountain slopes into Siam: the "land
of Milk and Honey", the land of Promise, We felt much as the
Israelites must hove. felt when they first glimpsed the land
of Canaan,

ilong this part of the railrosd the grim stories of its
construction unfolded. The enormous irestled bridges erected
tier on tier, bullt of bush timber and wire - and the sweat,
and pein, znd death of men.
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The deep cuttings and high enbankments made with an
infinitude of toil and suffering. Imbankments nader-whichr
lay the bodica of the slaves thrown in, sometimes still
alive, by the Japanese overlords because, 11l and exhausted,
they could not work hard enough. This side of the "Railroad

0f Death"™ had been infinitely worse than ours. Fere had been
Colned the phrase, "A 1ife for every sleeper,'

The train pulled into Tamarkan Camp late at night. e
vere tired, hungry snd thirsty, but we did got cuare. we
were in Slam, or Thailand, as we came to know it better.
Nest morning we looked out over the River Kwai at an eleven-
span sSteel bridge, built by British engineer p.o.w esat
this camp, It was thie River Kwsi, {tut not the bridge)
that gave its name to the film featuring Alec Guiness and
Richard Holden. And it wes gogaod film, though not frsct.
The shooting took Place in Ceylon but the sCenery was gimilsr.

The Tamarkan Bridge was slmost completed and we continued
the work, but not under Erexst pressure. One of the other
tasks was the construction of o tzll concrete monument "to
the memory of those who dicd while building the railrosd of
Peace.M Such is the twist of the Jupanese mind,

The Kwal is & tributary of the Kekiong, (not to be confused
With the mighty Mekbrgthat flows through Slam, Cambodia and
south Vieinam), At the Junction of the two streams wus the
old fortified town of Kanburl where there wzs another Camp
and & Japanese heudquarters,

The forts, now crumbling, belonged to the days when these
rivers were the haunt of rice-piratées who robbed the trevell-
“ing buyers of their money or their cargoes. I remember that
we hsd in New Guinea a &leamer named the “"Meklong" which had =
come from thig part of the world, where she had worked as a
rice ship. Jler bridge wos srmoured with boller plate and there
Were bullet holes in her wooden superstructure,

The Mekleng flows into the Gulf of Siam #nd 1ts lower
reaches meander through illimitable paddy fields,

Alongside the camp was o large Anti-alreraft battery
well sited in dand bagged pits, obvicusly placed to defeng
the bridge, Up to thaf time it had not fired a shot: we
wondered how long it would be 50,

It was beautiful country. The Kwai Ilowed through a plain
Finged by hille that owned a muttitude of colours that Changed
wWith the time of day. Put purple predominsted gspecially
In the early morning. The sun rose on hills in the morning

and sank over hills in the evening. ind what sunrises upnd
sunscts!
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1.00king at a particularly vivid displuy one evening
someone sald, "You wanta go to Central asustralia to soe
Bunse{s!'" The obvicus anawer was that nobody 'wanted' to
come Lo Burma to see them,

But =11 these things were of secondary importance at
the time, There was good food, Lhe work was light, there
WaE « concert every week., iie were getting some pay, ten cents
2 week, but with it we ecould buy tobuacce and soap, Every
day there was good news, reputedly from the BRC, wWe believed
there was & hidden radio in the camp, {this proved laler
Lo be true} znd the local people would whisper through
the wire, There was Ythe girl on the biken. a legendary
figure that everyone hud henrd c¢f, but never uzctually seen,
who dally kept the Czmp informed,

~ Looking buck, much of this "news" wus genuine tut by the
Lime }t permeated the cuamp it was 50 overloaded with fiction
that it was valueless, except for morsle building.

Then the Japanese made a supreme gesture, They released
msll from the homeland, {rom our loved ones. More than =
year old, most of it, but still-mail. The Japanese had had
it sent Lo them by the Red Cross but had not bothered to
give it to us,.

With all these things we soon regained our hezlth and
put on weight. From time to time other small parties arrlved
to Jjoin us. They locked as we had loocked: it seemed incred-
ible that we (oo hud been as thin and worn and i1l as they
were,

TC néve been & p,o.w. 15 to have known men at their best-
and their worst. When these later parties marched in, mansg?
humenity and compaseion were #pparent, There was & rush to
grasp the bands of old friends; to burrow in one's kit for
the last of one's tobacco or some articie of food, to pregs
1t on the newcomer frocly without stint,

roy Blggs and I used to "muck in", i.e. shure everything,
He wze out at work one day when & small party of desperstely
slck men ceme in, One of them was the man who had hélped me
when I faltered on the long march to Ye.

In an old tin Hoy and 1 had about twenty cents we had been
gaving to buy some tobucco, Without thinking T grabbed the
lot, rushed to the canteen the Jdape had set up for wus zand
bought some fruit and eggs. I took it to him and put it in
his hsnds and walcehed silently while he ate. The greatest
thing that could happen to a men had huppened tou me: I had
been able t0 repay & debt and in full.
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ROy came back from work. "lfherels = Burmese trader down
at the wire with tobacco. Where's that money?" I started to
tell him what I hod done, "Wou don't hsve +tu explain
anything to me, Mate,” he guid. "if you needed it, that's
all. Ttt's O0,K, with me."

. These are the cherished memories.

The rains came. kzrlier than in Burma but not so heavily.
And most mornings were clear, the uafternoons bringing in the
rain with c¢lock like regularity. But the huts were sound and
we could put up with the mud,.

The guards' camp became flooded so that they demanded a
Working party to drain it,any such drain would have to cut
through a high river bank that lay between the camp and the
stream. I got the job and was given a4 hundred men to do it.
Mo shortage of volunteers for it meant pay, and pay meant
tobacco and luxuries, : .

Down on the river bksnk I erected & 60-foot pole of lashed
bamboos with o mark at the ond showing the measured height
above ground, #With 2 level made from a priece of plenking
end a long bottle 1 was able to strike some sort of line of
cut and the sppropriate fgil.

%eCh day we marched out, put in u leisursly day, hurrying
home before the afternooun deluge. in officer was attached to
the party, a different one esch day, and he, with & solitary
guard, was held responsible thet nooae escaped

Every dsy the new officer would say,"What's the job,
sergeant?t livery duy I would painstakingly describe whal was
being done, “What am 1 to do?V, the officer would sask, PJust
6c¢e that noovne escopes.” I would tell him. "It'll be you
that will be shot i1f znyone does,!

o0 ke would find a shady tree =znd remain there until it
wWags time to go home,

{me morning it wss = new and very English Lieutenant. He
csked the some questions. I wearily replied, but he showed
more loterest than the others. "How sre you going =bout 1ton
he asked, 50 J explzined how we had set up a mark, culled
a "stzff" on the river bunk, How I struck ny levels from
Lthere snd thus calculated the fzall ete. etc..

Fe listened carefully und then said, "I'1ll leave 1t to
¥you, Sergeant.,?

When work wus under way = the men did not need me stand-
ing over them - T Joined the officer under his shady treeo,
He wanted to know zbout Australisa, especially such things
uB the =ocizl life of the citles.

Ho told me he wus 2 civilian in Malaya but had beepn czught
up in the war as wu member of the Malaysn Volunteers, That
was how ho came to be = FeOaW,



"Anc what do youdo in civil life?", I asked. "Oh! I'm =
civil engineer; &5 a matter of fact [ was Chief Engineer to
the State of Trengenu. Did that wator tunnel job, there,you

know." "ind you let me go on telling you how we were digging
4 drain? Me and my big mouth just making a fool of myself'"
[ almost shouted. "I 'm sorry," he ssaid. "J didn't mean it

that way. As & matter of fact T was really interested., I've
never seen anyone doing o Jjob with & bottle tied .onto a piece
0f wood. When I had = job to do, sven one wus simple zs that
bne of yours, I had zbout & £1,000 worth of instruments,"

1f we thought we were poing to see the wur out under these
condltions we mede scoon disiltlusioned. We were being fottened
Up for another kill. Parsdes were called and men were selected
to go to Japan to work in the coal mines or heavy industry to
help the war effort, At first only the fittest men were
selected., The Jup officer locked ut mg, "Too old," he sald, o°
Fe touched Roy on the shoulder. The selected men moved out
0f camp by train en route for Szigon where they were to ship
for Japan. But they never left Saigon; nllied submarines were
Ltaking a tell of Jspasnese shipping and Saigon was blockaded.
Some ships got awzy and were sunk ot sea, One of these had on
boxrd some hundreds of p,o.w. under the churge of Brig:dier
Varley, The ship was torpedoed but many of the men got into the
wiater. Japanese destroyers picked up their own pecple from
the weter and fromw bouls and rafts, but lefl the p.o.w who
promptly grzbbed the deserted boats, The destrovers thon
gunned the bouts, Rrigadier Varley was one of those killed,

Sixteen men in z bout got away snd were picked up by an
nerican submarine and returned to lustrslisz - the first tinks
with the lost legion the aAustrzlisn people had~had . One of
them, asked by Clarice if he had seen me, was able to reply
thet he had znd al Lhat time I wss slive and well. Scelng
thet I had been reported "Missing, believed killed", at Lhe
fall of Singapore, this wazs grest news indced.

Roy and his purty were Tbhrought buack from Saigon and
returned to Singapore. T was not to see him apgain till we
had all returrned to fsustralisz, The news of these events
showed us that the illies were =t lexst getting nearer., Soo0n
we were able to see for curselves.

Tp to this time there had been very little air zetivity.
But Tambuzalt znd Bampong were bombed, the last place wilh
very heavy loss of p.o.w. life.

Then & lone reconnaisance plane begsn to appear, or rather,
be heard, for he flew so high thuat he could not be seen, and
at night plenes could he heard {lying to the rSouth-kast
.gheg were bombers rslding shipping =nd inetallations in
S OH .
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It wzsn't long before they started prowiing up and Gown
tae line: grest four-engined Likeraters, They would pick
Out sultable targets und let. o few bonbs fu. One of thege
targets wus the Japancse Feusdouarters at Wanburi. snother
WeE an engineers' depot near the same town, be ¢ould soe the
Plunes mzking deliberuie runs, zometimes leisurély flying
round in circles dropping their bomnbso,

1T iy of thege planes Came near Tamarkasr they were hotly
grected by the anti-uircraft battery., They flew on legnoring
Lhe fire or svoided the vicinity. We wondered now tong they
would ignore the sck-ack opr if they would ever give uny
attention to the bridge.

'he battery wus the first to receive attention. &4 flight
of bhree Tdiberators, Uiying high, put in some high~level
brecisien bombing. Fundreds of small bombs foll out of the
bomb-bayve as though someone ip there was emptying o few
Bucks of .coul. Then there wes o continuous rosr for some
secands, a cloud of dust and that wis the end of the batlery,
all, cxcept ome gun, belng wiped out. vhe smz1l anti-persons]
bowbs fell 411 around snd into tioe pun pits. One gun escaped
e that was u mobile one snd it hid been firing sway from
the battiery position.

There were & Lew olher cesultory raids up snd down the
tine but they seemed sztisfied Lo blow up treine ond demepe
inlersection:, Phney Were o worrying aifair for us, but we
Just had to put Up with ic. We builil . cricket pitch on the
perade ground, not o vloy on but we reckoned mny Eritish
pilot would thern kpow It wWul & DLO.W, Cailb.

The first time the camp acliualdly came under atlock waso
late une evening waen tne winole Camp was sssembled for Tenko
froll-gall).

fme lone plane came 0w from bebind the hills the
Ehlilspering Deathn run, snd was over the camp before the
alorm could be given, There wes one single short burst of
machine gun fire, The bullets gpruyed slong the edpe of
the pursde gzround wounding one wmen in the arm - =nd thet
Wz 11, dhy? If the gunner had believed us to be Jap trocn
ne would have got the lot of ne.

The Japanese Camp Commandant then was One Moguchi, {not
Lhe munster of thot nome ruling from Sszigon), He wes known
s "Wirewhiskers" becuuse of u few black hsirs hénging from
hig chin, "WirewaiskersY wus one of lhe few with soume sepse
OF himznity und, whut's more remersuable he nnd @ sense of
LMdour. Felieving that there wos Red Crosc Mzil in Japsnese
h;nas Uaptaln Nence, tie sdjutient, asked him 17 it Wi B0,
filrewhlskers pondered for = moment then sgid, "1 think
Churchill send &ipmuil, o Then, toc, we heard the disiant
dronpe of spprocciing sircrsTt,
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The first attempts to bomb the bridge were not very’
successful, lor.oase thing the bombs were too gmall, too
tighl. The bridge wus o nassive structure, Xleven huge concrete
pylong supported os many steel gpans. These spans hod been
brought from Javes where there Were many such in uge snd in
Stock, Jsva 15 u place of consls ond rivers s¢ that the Dutch
designed o stock sized gpan: one would bkridge s casnsl or
smEll stresm. Others couwld be used up “to any number. far
lerger rivers, These were what had been used in this Bridege
Over tne Flver Kwai.

the planes flew from Indiz so that it is possible thst up
to that time the use of hesavy bombs was limited, Put the
illies did have bigger plones. Once we heard srdnlt. ribe, oL s
Like nothing else we hsd hesrd before, The Hir was filled
with scund. There wss o rush for our 513t trenches dug as
far from the bridge us the barbed wire fence would allow.
Then we saw them, faint specks of silver lar ubove, maybe
forty, fifty thousand feet up: cbviously on their way to some
blgger turget than our bridge, A4 little cockney alongside me
bresthed, "Cor, bleeding Town Fa' an! s#,¢ They were RY9Is
the lszrgest planes then in existence znd of which we knew
nothing.

S0 we hnew the nllies were busy. But not as bisy o5 we
would have Iiked until Lhe whisper went round. “"The 3llies
hiva lunded in ¥Fronce., The second froxt has been opened.n
A0 doubt the first news huod been heard on the sec¢ret camp
radio, (There was one, but we could only guess}, Eut when
obviously excited Sizmese bogan shout to ws through the wire
we knew thst this was more then rumour. And then the Jabp
guzrds started bushing - something that we had been reasonsbly
free of since railreoad duys. This time we were satisfied
this was resl news and hearts lifted up =1 once,., "lome for
Christmast seemed more tikely thon it huad ever been.

There wns & concert o day or two later. Someone {en Officer)
recited, 5.y not Lhe struggle Hought Availeth,” by srthur
Fugn Clouge (18719-1861) When he came to the lust linesg:

"rod not by eastern windows only,
$hon daylight comes, comes in the light;
In from the sun climbs slow, how slowly:
Tt o owestward, look, the land ie bright.n

Then we knew it wges true. If shyone knew the tiuth sbout
gecret radios it would be an officer., The suppressed
eXcitement was electric,

the railwsy wes now being used by Jupsnese trocps and for
supplies, bui not very effectively. The allies were continuslly
wrecking it and the truins further up, _ o s
Sralns comlng south wero Tull of wounded; sometimes dip dire
€tralts. Often ocur fellows working on the lince would help
toelr sick wnd wournden, give thew water. Their own troops,
like our Eusirdsz, Ignoered them.
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At one spotl some Australisne were working. As usyal they
hed o fire going to hoil water drinking. 3 Japsnese Officer
apbroached the water tender snd said, "Could 1 hsvée a little
water please? We have had none’ for three days." The
Astralian replied, '!twelp yourself, mate, snd bring your
Cobbers' water bottles too.M He filled .11 the bottles he could.
The Japahese Officer, speaking perfect English, said, YWhy
do you do this for me when 1 zim your enemy?" ¥ou tell me, T
have never lezrned to unceptand the Japanese mind,

Sporsdic ottuchs on the bridge now commenced, They were
Uslng heusvier bombs aznd did some damsge. 0 course we were
Ful onto repsiring it, and whilst it wou out of use 1t was
our job to ferry goods from one side of the river to the
Other und leosd them into lhe trains.

AB Boon o5 the repairs wepe completed, tests would be
made st night running, first a focomotive only, then = few
empty trucks and, finnlly, = complete tramip.

48 800D =8 the eridege wus in use sguln, zlong would come
the Liber:otors znd it wonld be on aguin,

ur pregtest fear was being trapped on the bridge, but
e usUally hsod pood warning by telephone from furtfer up
the line. when an alert came we would ail go, peoo,ws and
Japs vying with each othep to get cut of the danger zono;
tell out of runge we would settle down and watch the Tun,

Sometimes it was not the bridge that was the Larget, but
dumps of engineering equipment hidden in the bush, or camps
of epecialist engineer troops, We could never undsretand
how the bombers knew they were Lhere, especlully when they
were moved frequently., long after we Tearnt.

'here were a number of wild-looking, unkept Indian
fterdemen in the viclnity, tending emsil flacks of cattle
9 wild 45 themsclves, They were mostly Pathans snd had been
in DBurma, Siam sad Malaya for years. But the herding of
Cattle was but & sideline: Litey wore especially trained
Eritish sgents. Tt was they who ticktzcked out the where-
sbouts of dumps 2nd Camps tu the Dritish. It wasg they who
Bept the s1lias informed of Japunese troop moverents. And
not only they, but lezding figures in Sism were acting for
Lhe tllies, including the Prince of cthe Realm. This geritle-
Han used vetvally attend wap councils of the Jepanese, He
would then retire to his Fulace and dot-dzsh his information
Lo the ¥Yritish., Fe was never detected in hig "greatest double-
Cross in history! someoone wrote after the wap,

He hed been forced to CO-Oberale with the inveders. Tn
fuet the 81lics never Tecognized the "Treasty of Surrendert
he hed signed with the Jopanese and regarded his country
28 #n aclive 211y, 1
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In one of these raids 2 piece of rod-hot shrapnel set
fire to one of cur huts. The p.o.w. seeling their few valued
possesglons likely to go up in flimes jumped out of their
8lit itrenches and attacked the fire, although the Liberstors
were still busy not too far aWey¥. "ney put the fire out
zud sulvaged their belongings.

Then Wircwhiskers" came up rupning. "tustralisns very
brave men," he suid. "Where are the Korean dogs?t" He found
his bugler and soon the Japunese Tirc slarm wos scunding.,
thc Korean guurds left their slit-trenches and hurried to
the Comtizndant, Fe roted them zoundly. The next dsy he guave
s sn extra buliock,

Farties were unow being sent hack to the Failway for
maintainance work wund repairs. More peo.w cume into the Camp,
mostly Tutch, Mnglish snd a few americosns., These last were
wist werce left of the 133rd, Texan artillery who had bean
surrendered in Juvs. They hod only veen there un & token force
end were the only americsn troops In this part of psis. OF
Ccourse there were u« number of airmen upd the survivors of
the "Houston", the cruiser last in the Juva fSea battle ui
toe same time as our "pPerth".

Another Christmcs came round but this time we readly did
Lave hope. The Wor in Europe wes over snd Japarnl wWas fighting
sclones The Jupanese were moody ond temperamental, according
L0 the ebb and fleow of battle, we thought; but I doubt now
if Lhey knew as much 235 we Gid.

The suir abtacks zlong the line incressed in intensity
and oxn March 17th 1945, as Fur 28 we were concerned, it
regched 1ts climsx.
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We might heve known it would heppen. 411 the zigns were
there: good flying weather snd the bridge wus finished, The
Time had come for its.destruction,

From time to time 2 few odd bomts had beepn dropped on the
bridge not dolng very much damsge. These bombs did not seem
Lo be more than 500 pounders and usually went right through
the decking, merely blusting a lurge hole in the track. The
only sure way to wreck the bridge would be to have blown out
& bylon or two. Wven if . whole span: of prefabricated steel
Were destroyed the Japuneme had plenty of spsre spans: the
Putch had had z stock of then in Java, a2il of 2 stundard
slze s0 thot o gingle one wonld do far o canal or small :
creek snd uny number for larger rivers.,

Nor huzd the allied air force paid more than ¢ passing -
shtention or two to the bridge; they hsd been busy enough on
Other instaliaztions.

On March 17th. 1945, 2 Mped alert" come flsshing down the
line, =zt 4,0 Pellyy Several hours esrlior than ususl. There
WeS ihe customary helier-skelter to get out of the wav.

Some of us wele' working on the second Spall, Muiting in
decking timbers on esch side of ond between the rails. The
finsl fishpletes und Splkes hao been fastened in the Gy
before znd all night long the Japanese had been testing Lheo
line - shunting Bingle trucks across, following it wiih a
B8ingle locomotive and finslly with a full train.

several of us hurried back to the edge of the cump ond
Settled into our fsvourite slit-trenches to watch the fire-
works. Neurly an nour passed before we heurd the plunes znd
shortly afterwards we picked them out against the northern
Eky: twenty-one Liberators flying in a v-formation at sbout
5,000 feet.,

They paseed right over us, bomb-bays closed. "On their
wzy to Bankok,™ we sgigd,

But a few miles south the whole formation wheeled in a
Wide circle und cume back - almost as if they had Fforgotten
something,

¥From this circle three planes detachedithemsslves,
sepzrated, and cume in onto the bridge, each from a different
direction: Zast, Worth and South. The one from the last
Came Stralght towards our little trench, bomb buys open.
But well befure he reached us we Baw the bomd tumble out,
and fall onto, or somewhere neaxr, the second pylon., The
explosion was the loudest we hsd ever heard and the earth
shook, A thousand-pounder: Rut there didn't seem to bpe much
damapge done, '
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But we had to duck sgein, the other two plenes, coming
from up and from down-river droppsd thelrs and_theg were
immediately followed by others, each plane coming in from
a differcnt direction, The attack wss now at its peak and
terrific explosions were teking place cuntinuﬁusly. Ther%
were clouds of dust and smoke arising from the bridge znd
great columns of water snd spray from the river,

Then the attack died away zs the big plcanes clrcled
everhezd re-grouping. The Japanese anti-asircraft batteyles
were 1ol idle either snd the sky was filled with the little
hlack and white puffs, nnd thelr guns added to the din of
high exploeive in 1,000 pound lots and the thundering roar
0f the alrcraft overhead.

TUL was terrific: we got out of our slit-trenches to see
if the bridge was still there. The formation of Liberators
wag 8till circling waiting for the last couple of planes io
rejoin. then I saw it, and T suppuse olthers did too:sa plane
comlng in from the west, straight towsrds us, but obviously
aiming for the bridge four hundred yurds in froant of us;
lying rather low, Ii seemed to me thel he was alreazdy too
late to relesse his bomb. "Micsed," I tneught, or "Going to
Muke & dummy run and then come back, And then zs he was over
the bridge itsmelf T szw the bowb come awey., I knew it would
overfly the bridge znd hit somewhere near us, behind us |
hoped. But | didn't wsit to see. T musl huive been thirty
feet from the trench and T imagine I mede it in one leap,
Dut I'1ll never know.

i woke up us the sun weo sciting, My left leg was cizusing
e preat pain, T Looked down at it it wae encased in rough
splints of bumboo. fnd I was sore-~alloaver, DBut T knew T
wes 5t111 there, '

someons spoke to me :s though from o long distance away.
it by bit 1learni what had happenea,

The bomb, u thoussnd-pounder, had kit the corner of the
Coik, akeut fifty feet behind me, I never hesrd the explosion
ar felt any effect whatever but apperently T had olmost, or
Just, mzde the treanch; maybe even dived into it. Perhaps my
Leg caught the blast, or, if I were in the trencn had been
L1t by the tefrific hammer blow of shock wave through the
Carth itself so thst if | hud been lying on the bottom or
touching tuae side of the trench T would h:sve been Hit as
though by = mighty hammer, Periaps 1t was the lastter because
anOother man who wss in the trench hed his shoulder dislocuted,
hig ri®s cracked znd a grest bruise from hip to toe slong
one side of his body. He said he wes on his hands and kKnees
in the_trench fad 1t w:s the gide of the trench nerrest the
exp1951ﬁn Lthat moved towsrds him with teorrific force. Two
others in the s:ome trench, both unhurt, suid the trench and
1l in it leapt upwsrds .:nd Bldewsys. Four men, sitting out



in the open fitty yurds sway were desd: not s mark on their
bodies. Just u little bleod and fiunld dripping from nose and
cure, Yet every stitch of clothing hsd been blown off them
and 2 hul behkind them, though still standing, was Just a
fraomework.

There wuss kl.pig crater in the corner of the camp. Onc
lsrge hut was destroyed completely amd the one next to11t
left legning st & crz2y angle. And there had been men 1n
those huts. Some were dug oui hours later szlive but others
were dead. A Jzp guard had been noticed earlier atanding
near the point of impsct. Wot a trace of him,not even his
rifle., was ever found,

Twenty men were killed and twice as many injured. AS for
the bridge: five spans were wrecked, reduced to twisted
masses of steel and two of the pylons were lesning over at
a drunken sngle.

The desd and wounded  were lzid out on the ground andg
the rest of the aiternvon was spent searching for others.
Of course ] knew nothing abouwt all this except what was told
to me from time to time. The Cuathelic padre, Father Corry,
knei{ beside mc ond zsked how { was. "You should burn = candle
te 3t. Patrick,™ he szid in = thick Irish brogue. "U'e must he
¥your gusrdian sweint.m

"¥hat's St. Paotrick got to do with it?% T asked. The

~ Padre looked at me pitying my ignorance. "why, mazn, to day
is his holy duay. Ste Potrick's day, the sevententn of March',
For the first time in my life I made a note of thuat date:

I haven't ever forgotten 1t.

This Father Corry was to figure in another bombing incident
alonpg the line st & later date Some men h:zd been injured
ond when it wsas time to go back to the caomp some five miles
sWay the Jeps szid, ‘"Leave the wounded here, They s@re no good
any¥ more. Tone tigers Trom the jungle can finish them off
in toe night."

Five hundred men promptly sat down znd refused to move
Wiltnout tneilp wounded. Things began to Luok nzsty. Then two
padres, the mzforementioned Fathier Corry sznd a Methodist,
the Reverend Mathieson, (he was chuplin of the "Perth',
iost in the Bunds Strsits battle,) went up to the Japs wnd
demanded that the wounded be taken buck to camp. "Fou haven't
got enocugh bullets to shoot &1l of us,! they =sid. The .fopo
geve In and the men were tawlen bock LO camp.

Fzther Corry =nd his Methodist friend casme to see us
every day in hogpltal. slthough not a Catholic and as bzdly
injured as others he usuully spent considersble time with me.,
One day I szid to him, "I'm not of your faith ¥sther, but
if ever I see your nsme on the notice bosrd st St. Mary's
in Eydney 8 presching there, I will come in and listen to
youll,
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"Sere, Son,™ he replied, "But I don't think you will cover
See My nome as serving st Bte Maryfs.n

Padre Matheson, the Melhodist were the cleosest of friends -
"mucking in™ together as we used to say. I often wondered if
they got caught up in srgument on theological dogma., I doubt it,.

Both -0f them held cervices when they could and often such
seryices were quite undenominstionszt. Padre Corry once said,
"¥e huve no holy water here, no vestments, no books of dognua
211 our roads go the ssome way." o

They were both fine men. 50 were some other members of the
cloth who shared our “captivity. They had the privileges
0f officers but such things weighed little with them. They did
not have to work but they did, if it was for the sake of the
men, . They carried rations up and down the line, cut firewood,
end citended the sick, carrying out their religious officen
when they could.

such were the things that separated the shecp from the
gocts. Years later an fnglican bishop and T had a slight
collision betwcen our cars in a Syducy suburbsn streef. Tn
conversatlon afterwards he asked me if 1 were xzn ex-serviceman
and where I had served. I told him. "Ah!M he suid, Mone of
oy rectors was with you then. Fe has a church in this area.
You should go und see him sometime. Ee would be plecsed to
renew zcqgUaintance cnd he does o lot for cXeservicemehn."
I ¢idn't answer. That psrticular parson was not one of the
"Christs of (ke Rurma wailroad.n

S50 1t was with officers, The Burme mailroad sorted them
vut. Some, like wll the doctors, did a splendid job for the
men, Gthers, well we shsll leave it at that.

1t was pretty obvious thal cur sirmen knew it was a TeCaWa
Camip 3t Mamarian but il wes too close to the bridge and Lo the
AL, position for safety, so wo were glad to hesr thot it was
to be abandoned.

inyhow the Japs no longer necded s camp there, Humbers had
buen much reduced by the large parties drafted out for Jupan,
Only sm=ll maintainance groups were needed on the railwsy,
Therc was nu hope of rebuilding the bridge znd the railway
Wai being cut in scores of places elsewhere, The line was
never ai any time of much use to the Japanese; Lhe pllied.
were now in controd of the sdir =t last,

Even to us, cut off s& we were from the world it was
obvious that Lhe iliies were hitting back, hard., The Japanese
Wore losing their enthusissm $or the war. They could =zee the
writing on the wall,

IFaly WAS uuttuf 1t; Germany wuas steggering, The Home~
B?rl%nHTakyo X158 was disintergrating, It was only = matter
o1 time for Japan: wnd they knew it.
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Tamsrkan was evecuabed. We moved to Chungkal, five miles oway
on the other arm of the river.

Chunghad was an old ssteblished camp ana far from any
military instsllations. Only one plane ever cume nesr it and
that fired a rocket thal exploded on a set of rail pointo
notl far frow the compe We hsd never scen o rocket - did not
kriow that such fiissiles existed.

Lo oweck after we leftl “amarkan that comp wes glven a
thorough doing over by another large group of Liocerators
dropping anti-personnel bombs. Hzrdly one of the deserted
huts waes lefi standing. We had not got out too soon. Or was
there somcihing else behind this attack on the camp? long
=fter we learnt the story.

The illies knew we had evatuszted the camp; they knew 1t
flad been occupled by PeGe.Ws But they thougipt 1t might be used
by Japancse Lroops as & transttcamp on thelr way up the line
to the nerthern front. How would they know? Hemember those
wild-eyed Pathupn herdsman? 'he reid wze useless: the camp
wWus emply. :

Chungkel wss not & bad comp, 45 p.0.W Ccamps go. Dut it
hed its irritations, l'or one thing it was overrun by Siray
dogie In the days when the camp held 3,000 Inglish peCew?'s
m:ny dogs had been zdoped o8 pets. But &3 the men moved
out, to Japun, Sy hack B0 the line, or ta other camps, Lhe
doge romained for the Japanese would nol sllow thoelr owners
Lo ftuke LlhemazSiesp at night weo vlmost impossible becaus
06 tke continucus howling, Eventually the Japancse gpave orders
for them 21l to be reunded up znd handed overe THe Senior
G0 fouvr efficors were separated from us at Tomsyian) ussked
the Jups could we carry out the destruction of the dogs
Cursclves, Permiscsion woas granted and a mass slaughlor Look o
place, The reason for lhis seemingly slruange arrangement was
that the pe.o.ws. had secn the dupanese wayol tresting snimals
and could nol stand the thought of so muny animsls belnug
subjected to o much torture. They preferred tc do the job
Lhemselves - 4o Wuwanely a5 possible.

On May 17th 19435, or rather o day or two after that date,
we leard g rumour that Germany hed surrendered. This news
was cventuclly confirmed by the Japsnese themselves. What
new?.

e were mnved again; this lime furiher soulh. Sxcept fop
gmall working parties the bulk of the P.c.w were beding tuken
Lo now camps nearer Dunkolk, -

fur group, I oom oo siretcher, were taken down river on
burges to TLatmuan. This wae also & rexscnshbly good camp.
There were apout 2,000 p.o.w's concentrated here;
upproxinuately on egual numoer of British, Iutch znd
Maslradizns with the smell BEroup o0f Amcricans from the Texun
srtillery and survivors of the "Houston', L
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The most remarkable feature of Lamuan was 1tz flourishing
duck fzrm, a sideline of the Japsnese guards. The centre of
the camp was taken up by a large pond surrounded by a bamboo
fence. In this enclosurce there were thousands of ducks fed
partizlly on some of our rations.

Every day the ducks were driven out inte the surrounding
~flelds and herded by a group of DeGeWe and . brought back

again a2t pight. it was worth watching to =ee this return to
campe The duocks knew they were going home. for the nilght and
that food swaited them so, with z din of guacking they hurried
zlong at as fast a pace as they could muster. is soon as they
reached the gates of their compound they struggled and battled
to be first in, and, alsc not to be lask., The lust stragglers
were always given a whipping with light willow wands = and
they all knew it

Pucks lay their eggs at night, on the bare ground so
that every morning there were hundreds of eggs lying about.
The Jups curefully watched them collected and they were sold
in the nesrest town. The Japs were making quite z bit out
of it. Of course none of the ducks or their BZg5 Came our
WaY, Uhless they were stolen and the risks were too great to
Ly much of that.

One p.o.,w had a pet duck of his own and it had & clutch of
half a dozen 1little ones. 4t bathing parade avery afternoon
the duck and her brood lined up with their owner and solemndly
waddled uzlong in the remks as we marched to the river, There
she snd ner little ones plunged into the river with tneir
master, swam around until time was up, and Lhen as solemnly
mzrched back into camp.

Ixcept for “Charlie the Gig", the ingquisitive recce Plzne
flying so high above us we only heard aircraft at nighl and
that some distamce away. These scem to circle around for
hours over an urea to the enct.. But there was no bambing.
Strangei! Gut there wag an snswer to that too. I'1L come to
it later in this sLory.

e were not ill-treated at Lamuan but the faps were tense,
on edge and suspicicus. The Kempei Tai came frequently and
made sudden raids on the huts snd our few possessions: sesp-
ching, secrching, #or what! They never told us but we guessed
2t secret radios, although I don't think we had a2 zecret
Radio in Tamuan,

 But the Kempel Tzl did strange things; Lhey would collect
41l the blt? 0f wire they c¢ould find - then throw them on
the camp rubbish heup from whence they could be retrieved,
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There were secret radios as have been depcribed in other
accounts of the Captivity. But T personally never mel anyone
who had oney.or rather, told me he had one. I knew Captain
llence very well but knew nothing sbout his secret radio
until T reud of it in 2 book written lomg after the war was
over. And it was not until 1 visited the iustralian Waor
Mugewm in Canberrs that I actually saw one.

Two Britizh Officors were zctually caught with one. What
happened to them makes szvage reading. No wondep they were

guarded with the utmost secrecy.

My spilinted leg was glving me an uncomfortable time for
it became a nesting place for bugs and lice., The intolerable
itching was zll the more exasperating because I could not
get al the 1ittle paraslies. Word went round the camp, '"l'he
Farmer's gotl cooties 1n his splints. Anyone know how to deal
with 'em". Sure enough, 2 "toban" that 18, 3 P.0aWa acting
8 a servant Lo s Japanesc officer, foumd the Japsnesc hud
4 stock of insecticide to keep themselved free of the
loathsome insects. The toban lifted 2 few tins and gave one
to me. Some of the powder blewn down the splinl through a
bamboo tube brought instont relief,

Temtlan wss not z working comp. Most of the men were sick
or had been and there were meny men who had been woundod in
alr ralds. They were a»ll cheerful and sometimes busy making
things. Chess pleces carved from bamboo and bone, and 'flint
shid stecel!' sets, Bits of old files snd pieces of natural
flint would strike = spsrk, which, caught in & tinder box
of kapok plowed to & flame when blown. And many of these
little tinder boxes were exguisitely cazrved,

Adlthough we were not working we were given a few ¢ents a
week, enough to buy a little crude natlve tobacco now znhd
goin. The stuff was rank but = little went a long way.

The best paper to mske ¢igsreties wos the silken inner sheuth
from the corn coba thst formed part of cur fooda

The Jeps hed looted or szlvaged = relrigerator from
somewhere, 3 hest-operzted type. But the 'lamp was broken
g0 it wss thrown onto the dump. Our fellows salvsged it,
msde a charcosl burning heat unit to replzce tie lamp and
gol 1t going agzin. In czse the Japs tool it back sgsin it
was built into a double wall of the cookhouse. The very
sick men apprecisiced the chilled soups :nd fruit juices.

I wis now on crutches; =n excellent pair made from the
ever useful bamboo. Then it wus soon onc cruteh uand z stick.
The stick & strangely sheped root of cene somsone dug up in
the Jungle. I brought it home with me.
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The camp itself was encleoged by & circular fence of bamboo
znd barbed wire., Cutside th=t was a ditch about six feet
deep with the eszrth from it thrown up on the cuter side, The
top of this embsnkment hzd been levelled off and a pathway
medes tlong this the Japanese, or Korean, gusrds patrolled
11l DRi's,

rt 50 yard intervual was o machine gun post, the gun ladid
to give intersecting fire slong the ditch. It was the most
heavily armed cund prepared camp we had seen, WhyT: We didn't
know, A breakout was most unlikely, There was nowhere to go.

Towards the end of July there was some sinister activity
by the Japsnese gusrds. The machine guns were reposilioned,
this time with their muzzles pointing directly into the canmp.
The guards, while nol Indulging in eny bashings, appeared
grim und detsched. "Thinge must be going bhadly for Nippon,!
We surmlised.,

In their new-found benevolence, so evident since the
collapse of Qermany, the Japs hed sllowed us to build a
Stage and hold o weekly concert., One evening, someone on the
stupge was enacting the part of Terzan along with o very Lot
altractive Junc and with s very lifelike ape swinging ncross
the stage. Suddenly the guards rushed the stage brutally
bashing the actors, lurther conceris were lorbidden. The reason?
"The Japznese do not like being depicted zs monkeys!'M said
the Command:nt.

Then one evening word was passed round that evervone
cble to wulk was to go to the parade ground: the British
Sergeant-ilajor had an important message.

T subdued wonder and excitcment we piled out of our
auts and onto the square. The Jergeant-Major mounted the
platforts, held up hie hand and said: "The Japanese Commandsnt
has Just told me that the war is over."

.. ¥¢ recelved his words in stunned silence: the long-awaited
day had come - znd we didn't know what to do with ii:

Then several men came up onto the stage zlongside the
Sergeant-Major. They shook ocut two bundles. One was the
Unicn Jack, the other ths Stars and Stripes. The sight of
those bits of bunting broke the confused silence, We went
wild, mad.

oSt men cheered ~ others wept. No signal wes given,
tut we stood and sang the National anlhem as we had neyer
suntg 1t before, And then from the handful of Americans o
brave "Star Spangled Banner." The Tutch sang theirs znd
atiogether we sang 211 the battle Songs we knew,



95 -

in hour or rmore lsater the R,5 M, 2guain held up his hand,
There wzs ilnstant silence. We were scared we might miss
2ut on something.

He warned us not to leave the camp. The Japanese had
told him that thousands of troops were in the wicinity und
any slight incident could lead Lo tragedy. e had already
taken over the camp from the Japanese.

That night there was littls slecp for anyone hut there
were no further demonstrsiions, Dut everyone. wantéd to talk
and that we did.

The next dsy the R,8.F. instructed the Japanese to pluce
money and transport st his disposal., He was going into the
nearby town to extra and better food, Thai afternoon the -
trucks gsmelbatk doaded with things we had not seen for a
long time,

Prarmed os We woere the 5,3,M. hesitated to demznd thne
disarming of the erstwhile gnards, The machine gunsc still
pointed menzcingly intoe the camp, It was fesred that any
altempt o toke over the nilitary situation could lead to
reslistance by the Japanese snd even our annihilation. Onc
hzd Lo step carefully., 5o uneuasily we 1ot them be,

Locouple of days later, about the 16th aAugust, we heard
aircraftl. From-over the tree-tops, flying Fast snd low came
four Hurricanes,machine~guns blazing, We couldn't undersiand
it, The war was over, or was it? Herc wo were boing atleacked
by our own alrcrafl. There must be some dreadful mistoke,

Then we saw tast the bullets were not striking the camp
ilself, though sovme were uncomfortably close. But dust was
riging in little sourts on the patrol path around the czmp.
The muachine-gun posts seemed to get special attention. The
Japs ren for cover,

Then Lhere came the full-throated rozr of the bombers,
coming in at sbout 3,000 fect. "Oh, God!™ we prayed, ™iot
Hapain:"

Put from the planes cume, not bombs, but pzrachutes. White
and red and bluc, they bloomed out and dropped swiftly.
The white ones were manned by men, Lhe coloured ones hy
Lngeinly bundleg,

AR Eﬂgl;sh volce came from the sky, above the roar of
the departing planes. "Fit men grab wWespons. Sick men go
for cover,"
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The chutes were dropping into and around the camp. In &
moment dark-gkinned men of fhe Indian Army were everywhere,
thelr first objective the machine-gun posts, their decond
Lhe Jupanese,

The c¢oloured chutes were attached to rifles and lighti
Machine guns, 1t was all over in seconds. Not o shob was o
fired. The ¢amp was under the control .of cur own peaple.

The load hziler spoke 2gzin ordering us to assemble.
We quickly did so, ringed by armed men, smiling and shaking
our hands,

A slim Enplishmen and a burly Irishman mounted the platform.
“he Englishman spoke: "I am Captain Pell and This is Sergeant
Kelly of the Sth fompeny of the 7th Indizn airborne Tivision,
Yo one mwust leave the camp. You ‘ure safe here but there is
danger outside. The war is over ond it is our Job to get

L1 of you out of here. To-morrow there will be zlrdrops

of food and clothing, medlcal ‘supplies and everything else
Jou need. There is a lot Lo be done und I'11 talk to you
Lo-morrow, T have a 1ot to tell ¥ULLL "

wQ czme our salvution. There was a relipious service of
thenksgiving for our deliverance. Rven the agnostics wund
tlielsts attended, We were-going howe.
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If thic were a fictional sdventure story it should end
here. Put we were still thousands of miles from our homes ands?
everything else faded Into compurstive insignificonce. There
weg §till s long wey to po and s0 much to lesrn ... we had
been oul of touch for so lang.

There was sadness too. From day to day, with thset ultimate
gosl almost reslized, men were still dying, too far gone to
#0 further sleong the lsit wzsy stoges: they had suffercd too
much, Tn the simple intimscy of survivsl their desths cut
CGesp into our conscioumness.

vapluin Bell sent the Japsnese out to bripng in the smalil
working parties frok other cumpz in the districi., Tien hLe
czlled us together aguin, "The final snd ultimate blow that
brought Japen L0 her knees," he told ue, "Was a bomb the sine
0f & cricket ball." (of course, this wss not guile uccurute
but st that time no more thar o handful of people knew the
vecrets of the stom bomb.) "Phe scientists huve succeeded in
cplitting the atom. The bomty, dropped on a Japanese city,
resulted in the most terrible destruction, Mothing, nobody,
Survived. There wss no answer to it.M

e wenlt oun to tell us of the progress of the war through
the long, dreoary years: the Mormanay londings, the defeat
of Germzny, the war in the TPuacific.

Ye went on: ".ora |ouis Mounthstten's forces snd bhe ih4th
sriy hove swept down through Burma. The Japanese are in tull
retrest. 'he smericens sre on the outekiris of the Japonese
home islands,."

"I lold you that there is danger outside the cemp; mevbe
e€ven here in the cump itself. The Jupanese Army is retresting
zlong every road. At prosent they sre not giving troukle bul
there 1s & dsnger that indiviausl genersls m:y ehoose to
ignore their nstion’'s capitulstion and decide to fight out
thelr own little war to the end. 1f thot hepvens vefore the
Thth sray pgots here we will be messscrod, The Japuncse hed
=lrewdy planned that fale for ¥ou. 'The Zuprewe Commander,

Tord Jouis Mountbutten, hed planned amphibious and aerial
lancings at scveral piaces in Theiland unc Molay:, the most
Jmportsnt at the Tslthmus of Fra to divide the Japanese forces.
Thie znd others elsewhere were to have been made simultansously
on the 28th of this morth, Auvgust, somehow, the Jupsnesc
Inteligence learnt of Lhese plans btul they got the dates

rong. They pelieved the Yendings would take place on the

2Oth Scptember, & month tuler,
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Aealiving that the prisoners-of-wor might rise and join
up with the invading forces they decided to kill every D.o.w.
Hence the setting up of thesc mschine guns. The sign=l would
Have beuen given as soon as the British foreces crossed the
Sittang River. But the Brilich crosped the Stttang befure the
Jopunese plang were completec. The otom bomb did the resi. "o
it you owe your lives,

Our Intellipgence lezrnt of the Japsznese plaong for your
hizssscre and Lord Touls sent o mesgage to the Japashese
Cumnznder of South Ezst 5six, then in Saigon, that he would
hivld him personszlly responsible for your ssafety. But we did
a0l trust the Jupanese, we still do not, snd that is why we
£re hers.,

Someone else wss to come to your help if the Japanese had
Carrled out their plans. Fut I dGoubt if they would have been
in fime or in sirong enaugh force to save vou.

Up in those hille bekind us ic the [ree Thet frmy.n

Daptszin Bell called to the Stuge s tall Texan in jungle
gresns weoaring o six-shooter wnd & bowle knife, He introduced
him: "™ jor EBrauer, of the Freoco Thei army. He will tell you
more about his command.n

The Texan took up the story., "For two yezrs the Free Thai
frmy has been building up throughout Lhe country with the
pProvesl of the Prince of Siam. Comprnies hove been set up
in the jungle. Here, in hidden camps, they have been equippdd
unld srmed, {rained by Altericen ufficers, «ll dropped hy
perachute onto concesled dropping grovnds by night.™ (Thesc
Were the 'bombers' we hsd been nearing night after night,)

30 becrot were their Operstions thoat i1 o wzndering
neroamsn struyed into one of theip coclps he nover left it
#8«1ln but wis inducted into the Free "hei ~rmy.

Tamuzn hed been under their observstion for months, the
This rezdy to move in if tae Japonese started snything. Not
only did they wotch us from the hills but sm:ll parties
potroiled the environs of the comp :nd even shducted poo.w.'s
who hed stroyed from working puorties. (Seversl of our men had
mystericusly disappesred. It wos thought th:t they h:d
shsconded =nd wore living with friendly Thais. Some setuslly
did 2o, often as o result of s romantic sttachment with some
Thed modiden wmet og o Jungie potht)

lizter we met some of the Free Thei Boldiers, trained as
comtizndoes «nd srmed to the teeth. The bowle-knife secemed
to he their regimentsl bzdge. They were quite unhappy that
they had never hod the chance L0 prove themselves bub it wes
our good fortune th.t Lhey had not.
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(n the notice board Csptasin ell had put up aseriusl photos
tzken by "Charlic the Gig". Varioilm structures were enclosed
by white circles znd noted: '"Relieved to be P.O,W. camp,"
Akthough taken at 40,000 or 50,000 feet they were remarikaoly
clesr and deteiled. e were told that 'Lblow-up' sections
counld show up & footprint.

‘Then the "Riscuit-Bombeors" came in: thoue grund old work-
porses of the sir-force - the Dskots %'s, From them tumbled
buncles snd bales ot clothing and blenkets; paruachules from
which dungled long cylinders filled with faodstuifs, cigszreltes
and luxuries, ind of zil1 things, suspended from four parachules
& Jeep ior the use of the Csptzin.

We lesrnt Lhzt ships could not enter the hurbour ot Bankok,
the wpproaches being hesvily mined but thal Bunkuk cerodrome
WeS Iln use and other wserodromes being taken over daily.
Fewnwhiie the Juspunese nevy had been put to work to cleur the
minefielcs, That Singapore wss zlready c¢leur, That dynimic
personzlity, Lord Louils Mountbatten, was msking things move.
e hed =lready set up he:dguarters in Hdinguzpore.

Tne locul Thels come in crowds to visit us bringing gifts
of food wnd fruit. Jt wes not hard Lo see un whose side their
sympothles loy. @ Swiss business mun urrived from Bankol:
he hed been azppointed Red Cross represontutive, Tlis teook wos
to coliect from us ocur nomes ~nd addrosses =0 that he could
zdvise our pecple where we wore,

snd there came to sec us & Thel princess. & lovely little
lady, as exquisite ss o flower. Though escorted by & couple
01 wides 1n gurgecus uniforms she was yulte uninhibited,
runuing hither and thither, laughing usnd chatting with us so
Lhst the interpreter wss hard put to keep up with her. We
#lL fell in love witn her: she wos 50 utterly represoent.itive
01 the sweet, gentle side of 1ife we had slmost forgotten.

cince then ! huve often wondered if she wage the girl Fho
sPterwards become dven Sirikit, acclaimeo ss one of the six
mest oesutiful women in the world.

KMen from outdying camps filtered in, Sowme did not know
the war wos over. Perhaps their guards did not know eilher
or nad not lLold thew, sn ilncident occurred that wus nothing
snort of ludicrousz. '

fogmedl party of p.o.w. woere brought in oy & lone Koresn
guurd. &5 500n as they srrived they were hailed by ne and told
tie news. I course, Lhey brokc ranks,

- Tke gusrd, either tirough ignorznde of the new stole of
i feirs, or by force of bupit promptly cuffed one of them
sNG ordered him back into line, Strongely enough we, oo
accustomed to this sorl of thing, Ignored the incident. iut
to Sergeant Kellw it wes #n vitrage. He stepped forweard.
"Just a minute, 1little man,' he szld, took the rifle from
Lim, and promptly 1:id the Korean out cold,
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Unc would have expected {hit some of the ex p.o.w. would
have taken the opportunity to get their revenge. But they
Just couldn't be bothered. 211 the horrors of the pust throe
zhd & half years seemed to have bean wiped out by the magic.
There wWus One ex PeC.w, Who had been breathing vengeance _
for all that time snd the object of his hatred wss here, right
herc in Temuun, He gsought out the Korean, intending to give
him something back of what he hod received szt Lhe ¥orrcan's
Hands, AS he wpprosched his intended victim the latter howed -~
deeply and gravely. In thoel one zet e =Cknowledged the revorsal
of their roles. Whe ex p.o.w. turned on his heel znd wzlked
EWEY e

DI course the roully vicious, the Buy Bagtard and the BBc.
Dillenger znd his ilk were arrested sooner or lzter and
stood their trizls =t Tokyoy Most of the worst puid the
Full penzlty.

The Koresns were soon to he Cast adrift Ly their Jopsneze
masters, They wandered sround the country without food or
chelter., The Thuis did not want them, fo they drifted b.ck
Lo the ex DPuv.w. camps Lo beg u mexl, They were pgiven work
#ll the dirty jobs that hud to be done around u camp, and
bPeid a few cents zad their food..

The Jupunece seemed just stumned. In 2000 yeurs bi~history
they had never been invaded. po Japanese Srmy had ever heen
defeated by foreigners, Hence tiae deep-sected legend of
invincibility and the intense shock of defest.

The only foreignesr who ever mude z serions zttempl to
invade Jupon was Eublai Ehan, the Mongol Emperor of China,
lie feiled in his first sttempt (1294} snd hie flcet of ships
in kis second.attempt (1281} wus destroyed by o fierce pgule -
the *Komilkzzet ar Divine wind. ''hic was the term =zdopted by
the suicide pilots of the Japonese sirforce dn their last
desperste attempt to stem the coming invasion.

Two weeks went by, ﬁﬂen Ceptaln Fell received orders te
trensfer us to Noukompatong, = City avout fifty miles away
znd thirty from Tankok, :

We piled dnto trucks driven by Jupdnese snd with = couple
¢ Indizn parachutistys ag protection we set out, We had no
ZBaoner left the cump when we saw that was meznt by the danger
vutsilde. Long 1lines of retresting Jupenese stretched for
Milee zlony the rowds or loy about resting or exating by the
rosdoide. But they took no nolice of us, efeat was in their
fzcest not the surronder of Jupun becsuce of the atom-homtb,
They probebly didn'i even know sbout that, but defeat in the
field ~ 511 the Wey from the “rokon frontier to the Sittung
FIVer, ariven buck and cut to Pieces by the i4th srmy,

Tbe trucks tock us out of the foothills to i smsl] waveide
Station where a train was Wilting, cerriupes this time, not
cattle trucks, Kot that we would have cored. We were soon
under way but only for .bout thirty miles to s wide river whose
bridge hud been destroyed by 41lied bombers., We detrained
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and were ferried across the river in native bosts. On the
other side we bosrded another troin which took us across

the brozd, unending paddy-fields of the region. ill the way

we could see the golden pagodu of Hikompatong, o slender spire
resching into the sky. sllied airmen used it zs o laopdmork

on thelr raiding flights to Bankok, its golden spire boing
vislble for long distances evern in moonlight. The Jeps bHried
to counter this by having the spire shesthed in msztting. The
Holy gity wse never bombed.

rt Neompatong therc was » lurge camp buillt on the outskirts
of Lhe ¢ity, tho work now being done by Jspsnese p.u.W, These
werc cembarrassing in their servility., Tu pzss through thelr
lines one hud to endurc a continuity of bowing ond saziluting
th:t becume wn ordesl. Here snd theore a lone Indian EepOy
stood on gusrd. We wsoentt needed - the daps worked like
Trojans without any supervision.

We were soom installed in comfortable huts, medically
exemined, classified, orgsnived,It must be realized thet
men c¢zme from here, there znd everywhere: there were no records,
A1 wrmy identificstion was ifost, It took time.

The British irmy puve us some poy, enough for sponding
money in the city. "he British inclucded the Dutebl =nd fmaricsns
in everything they did for us.

One of cur first visitors was Lady Mouhtbstten who was
in churge of zmenities, She arrived Ly Jeep Irom Bankok snd
sz those who have remembered her throughout her lifc know,
She wos dmmensely popular.

She ctoppec to gpesk to = voung Englishman next to me.
"Where do you come from?" she asked. Be was 0o nervous to
antwer, She sat down slongside him and took hico hond, spesking
guictily sae talked to him of Tnglond. e nomed the Eaglish
Lown from which he came. "(h, I've been there," she cricd,
"Tou've i Ilovely old pub, the Bull snd Ring len't ityn.

rurther =2long the hut she pointed o & strip of black
clotk sbout two feel long and six inches wide zad wttached
to two tapes. Tt was & Jepanese V0N string and in the last
yeor or twe of our servitude weos our chief, sometimes our
only garment. She grobbed it snd viruetted arcund with tue
thing hanging down in front of her. "Tld Look great din one
0f these in Mayfoir," she laughed.

She went back to her jecp bul Lhe driver wss not there.
e was yarning somewhere. She slid into the driver's seat
and sterted up. 45 she drove uff, she yelled, "Tell him to
Come buck in one of the trucks,

1 In the Camp & mobile bsath unit with piently of hot wutcp.
Lv%ry %vﬁﬂlng there wos = concert by zn 'Ensal unit, pizno
and =11,
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The Americens were the first away. Their flying troop
carriers flew inteo Bankok as it was clezred. But there was
only a handful of these: the survivers of the 131et Teman
irtillery, captured in Java, and those of the “Houston',
sunk in the Java sez. That was in the same naval battle
wherein we lost the "Perth", it is & thrilling story, but
best read elsewhere,

The British followed. Flown first to India, they went
home by ship #rom there, We were told we would be flown
out from Bingapore as svon as Lhe RAATF could organize their
airlift,

The city of Nakompatom said to date from the 1%th. century
B0, wien the first Duddhist wmissionaries came to Siam from
India, It was then & coastal town but is now about fifteen
miles from the ses, the land having silted up by the Mekong
River. A& a city it does not rate very high but its pagoda,
Or "chetti', is the highest in South-Past asia, It is named
the Phrapstom Cheddi; it is 36% feet high and has & circum-
ference of 962 feet., S0 it is not as bulky == the Shwedagon
with its circumference of 1,/20 feet. The Phrapatom tocl 500
men ten years to build. he first pagoda on the site was
built in 290 B.C, It lasted until 500 4,D. when it was pulled
down snd a larger one took its place. The prezent pogoda
tdates only from 860,

"here is a story that about Y00 4,D, the then young king
0f Siam died in mysterious circumstunces similar to those
that surrounded the death of the young king, Ananda Fahhdol
about twenty yeaurs ago. But when the son of the dead man
cume to the throne his queen went to the priests and told
them that her husband had killed his futher to Fain the .
throne. She alone knew the sccret snd had kept 1t until she
knew herself to be pregnant. Fearing that her child wonld be
born under a cursc she sought the intercession of the priests.
The patricide was ordered 1o hulld & new pagoda and 1{ became
known ss the Pagodu of Penance.

In 1860 it was found Lo be badly in need of repair and it
was restored at ihe expense of ihe nation., It is quite solid
and covered with tiles of a golden brown colour. At its foot
there is s reclining Puddha 62 feet long and numerous smaller
shrines in the bemutiful surrounding gardens which cover
seversl acres. In (ctober and November of each year thousands
¢l pllgrims converge oh the city to pay homage zt the Cheddi
and other shrines. You will find s picturc of the Pagodsa in
"Bits snd Pieces from llers, There and Everywhere, !

From Nakompatom we were ahle to send our first letteors
home and in this city to My some of the exguisite silver
WOrk snd 'neillowsret. The latter is the smoked silverware
peculisr to Sism, Most of 1t is mude by girls in open booths
lining the streets.
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Some of the men went into the city every day including
@ Mman with no legs st 21l. His friends used to pulld him
along in & little cart they had made for him. gne trip,
however, was enough for me, I was still rather lame,

Then it was on the train agaln. This time for Rankok,
over a seemingly limitless plein of rice fields. is we pulled
into the railway yards of the City we could see what had been
done by those bombers we had seen and heard going this way.
The marshalling yards were s shambles znd the river full of

sunken chips. The city itself had not been bombed,

e were taken by bus to the ¢ity where a large hospital
had been set agide forp us. Here I met Corporul Demlo: T had
not seen him for three snd & half years, He looked surprised
Lo see me, "Whut's wrong," I agked. "Nolhing," he said,

"But none of us reckoned ¥ou would survive. "Why the Hell
not?" T usked, "Well, " he said", "ifter all,.you are pretty
well on in years, you kKnow,®

S0on they had us gorted out. Some of the others apd I,
not sctvally sick, but all mope or less disabled, were given
4 house to gurselves in = residential ares near the hospdtzl.
Al English nursing sister was in charge of ue with holf a
dozen Tndian sepoys to look after us; bring our mezls from the
kilchen, wnd keep the place clewn. Tul they refused to dish
out zny food containing beef, or wzsh plates thot hag heen
touched by the same. The old "sacred cow" part of Lheip
religion, We did it ourselves. No trouble. But Sister almoet
wepl in gratitude. She had had visions of trouble, mutiny
and whszt not. Tt sppecrs thut she hed had similar trouble
before when looking after s group of Javinese Dulch. "They hag
refused to do sny menisl work such as handling the food or
weshing the dishes., Fhe old white coloniszlism didn't take
tong tu resssert itself, The problem had only been solved
by replacing the Tndians by Javienese. These latter had been
scldiers in the Dutch Army snd hod been fellow prisoners:
LR to now all equal ig Captivity., Now the Jsvsneee had to O
back to being servinls of the Colonizl Dutch., Ho wonder the
utch found that the Tndonesiuns didn't went them hack,
They no longer hed a Javs to £O back to ; Sokurno hed seen
to that, declaring Indonesiz fo be on independent republic,

Sister went out of her oy Lo muke our stuay pleassnt.
£he bullied the busy powers that were, for s bus and took us
out slghtseeing zround Bznkok snd by launch along the 'klongs',
the canals that intersect the City and which have given 1t
the name of “Wenice of the Bast." But Y will tell ¥ou something
more ¢f thet luater and something of Siam's history,
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CHAPTER 17

People make a clty or a country, not the sc¢enery or the
architecture. That is why Bankok is a fascinating city because
lts people make it s0. They are proud, kind, laughter-loving
and gentle,

nxcepting Japan, Siam 12 the most advanced nation. in Asia.
But unlike Japan, they are amongst the least Westernized,
Their culture is their owm. Even Bankok is still largely Thai -
as yet, but it is rapidly losing its owm identity.

There are twenty-five million Siamese, or Thais, as they
tike to be called. By no means a large nation in the fecund
Bast. They are descendants of those Thais who were driven
out of their homeland in =zouthern China by Kublzi Khan but
there has been much admixture of race since then,

Like Burma, they were at first divided into a number of
petiy kingdoms, all of them vassals to the Khymer empercrs
0f Cambodia. But in 1238 they founded a kingdom of their own
and c¢alled it Sukothal and in that period they had their own
king, Ramkanghaeng, who gave them their written language.

In 1350 a prince, Rmatibodi, split off and founded & new
kingdom in the south and built a great city, Ayudhya, about
forty miles north of the present city of Bankok. He went on
to conguer, first, the old kingdom to the north and then all
the others arocund him, He left an ompire that lasted 417 years.
Kost of those years were taken up with bloody struggles with
the Khymers snd the rising power of PBurma. Lventually, in
the 16th contury the Burmese defeated the Thails, captured
Ayudhya and reduced the Thals to vassals.

But & new prince arose, Nsressisn, [e defeated first the
Cambodians and then the Purmese overlords, in a great battle
0i war-clephants., The Turmese hecums vasgals to~the Thiis in
theoir turn.

But the Burmese rose in 1769, destroycd Ayudhya and killed
most of the inhabitante,

But again a Thail leadcr appeared and drove out the invaders.
That was the last war with Burma - commemorated by the three
Fagodas, through which pass the armies had marched and counter-
marched,

. Thallend, which means "Lund of the Free'', has preserved
its lndependgnce gver since even if the Japanese did occupy
the country in 1942, it was done on a 'mutual agreement' basis,

The Buropesns started coming in 1650 but the Thais never
?ecame‘subJect £to them, unlike their ncighbours in Burma,
Cambodia, Victnam and Malaya.
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Bankok is a ¢ity of temples, more than three hundred of
them., The most famous is the Temple of the Dawn. Then there
zre the Marble Temple and the Temple of the Emersld Puddha,
Bankol hag been called the Venice of the Rast because its
innumerable canals are its streets and highways with the River
Chao Phya as ite maln throughfare. What roads there are in the
city date only from 1860,

On these canals, or 'Klongs', you will not find the grand
palazzos of Venice but the humble thatched dwellings of the
ordinary people. Were they live out their lives: doing all
their shopping in the Klong markets, vast flocks of boats
ranging from one boy-power to heavy moterized barges, each and
all packed high with goods and produce, fnd is sharp contrast
are the greal royal barges, manned on statc occasions by forty
rowers,

Looking at temples in Bankok is like looking al cathedrals
in Murope: no matter how marvellous each one is the mind becomes
copTused and a dreadful boredom sets in., The rest of Dankok's
architecture ranges from pure Khymer to modern western. Banlok
is not a beautiful city but it is an interesting one.

Every day we had to report at 9.am to the hospital across
the road. There a list was read out of the day's evacuations,
After nearly three weeks my name was on the 1ist.

That afternoon the draft was taken by army truck to the
acrodrome = a desolate slretch of land outside the city. We &pent
the night here in barracks and next morning boarded our planes -
the Dakotas as usual, These were troop-carriers: We sat in
benches along the sides and our gear was ticd down to the
floor in the centre. We could see nothing: troop-carrying
planes do notThave windowsy . L .

42 landed al Penang for lunch then transferred to ancther
flight of planes and headed for Bingapore, arriving in mid-
afternoon. Herc we were met by the Red Cross and piven afternoon
tea, That aver we piled into buses and were taken to special
transit camps near Changi.

1 wag hobbling along the main street of the coup when a
Jeep pulled ups In it was a naval officer: RFoy Smith whom
we had known in New Guinea, In fact he had given Clarice away
&t our wedding in Rabaul in 1926. e had joined up with the
navy at the beginning anpd his jub now was to pick up naval
Personnel as they were brought in from the north. The Navy
was looking after its own. Already itc mine-sweepers had cleared
the channels into Singapors and the ships were ¢oming in bringing
troops and supplies and taking out the X DeO.le's '

There was the usual sorting out that took place at every
transit camp and I was sent t0 hospital. Those men considered
fit enouwgh tu travel were flown ont or went by ship. Only the
butch, that iz, the Javanese Butch, were left in ignorance
Of their fate, They had no Indonesis to go to. Put the Pritish
fed, clothed and sheltered them. Tven gave them &some pocket
money =~ with ne strings attached, '
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The hospital was in the same building, S5t. Joseph's School,
that 1 had seen Shelled when it was used as z hospltal in the
last battle for Singapere. The shell-holes in the walls had been
bricked up but there remalned plenty of signs of its ordeal,

Some of us were ordered to be ready to fly out. Then, all
air fiights ceased suddenly: they had found the nurses who
had survived. They were on the island of Sumatra. The planes
were at once sent to bring them in. You can read thelr story
P Mihite Cowlies", and In Slster Simon's excellent book,
Maile History Passed", Thoere were no more airlifts after that
as a nospital ship {rom Austiralia took off most of the men
remaining, There were only three hundred of us remaining.

The authorities seemed to think we were too ill to travel.

Tt was November, and it is true there were some very sick men;
a nunmber dled, here in the last stages of their rescue.

I'11 admit T weighed only 64 stone but I was not sick,
The doctors and nurses were really wonderful, These girls had
been especially cheosen for this Job. It was not an easy one
and they needed all their tact and personality to keep men
there who had only one idea in thelr heads - to get home,
Walking cages, like myeell, werce tuken on picnics and to the
l1zland's beauty ocpots, But the sight of a congquered city is
one noone wantes to see again. The people had been half starved
and harshly treated by the Japanese. Much of the city consisted
0f heaps of rubble, signs of the battering it took three wnd
palf years before,

Tite Supreme Commander, Mountbatten, paid us a visit. He
sat opn ay bed and asked, "Where do you come from, Soldierg?
"Sydney, Sir," I ancwered. '"Rloody good place," he said, "I
was toere with the Prince, in 1920. You look old enough to
remember.

Behind bim was a2 craggy-looking officer wearing a generals
batons, When Mountbaztten moved on, this general stopped in
the middle of the ward and intreduced himself. "My name is
mddmatt

Thio was General Slim. Commancder of the 14th. Army which
hed made the great drive through Morthern Burma in the middle
of the monsoon season, considered by the cxperts to be impossiblc.
You can read all about 1t in hig own book, "Der feat into Vietory. !

Years later he becsme Governor—-Gencral of Australia, Then
! met him again at some Returned Soldiersfunction. | reminded
him of Purma. "Marvellous place," he said, I can't agree with
nim. But v'm gelling shead of ny Story.

General Blim =zid to us in the ward, "The Gupreme Coummander
has told me to talk to you. What will T talk sbout ot Nobody

anewcred, "Uow would you like a shorpt summary of the 14th.
Army*s trek through Eurma?", There was = chorus of approval,

ﬁideslwere sent running {or maps and then we leaprnt from
the archilect himself the story of "Defeat into Viectopy. M



Gutside anouther larpge SIOUR was listening to Lady Mountbatten
telling of the Blitz on London and the Landing in Hormandy.

The Mounthattens were g wonderful couple. Tt is g tragedy that
ghe died go poon alter. Lord Louis was a man who hod everything:
looks, Physique, personality. &4 cousin to the king, he nad served
With distinction in the Navy, had two destroyers blown out from under
his feet, He it wes who Perfected the slgnalling system of the
Roysl Wavy. When Hitlep Staged a rehearszl of Operation Barbarosgs,
the invasion of Britein that never came off, it was Mountbatten
and & Commander Kelly who ripped into the loaded barges in
the Channel and szent an many of them to the bottom tnal
- Hitler abandoned his plans,

I'hen he went oy to command the combined operatione of
tund, sca and air that drove the Japanese ouf of South-Fast
8510,

He had the gift or getling fractious people to work together,
dmirals, generals and air-marshalls. and to pick unerringly -
the right man for the right joh.

After the war he went to India to try and settle the
Problems of India and Pakisian: unity or partition, the
two Warring states could decide on neither. Lord Curzon and
others had tried in vain to get a settlement, uny settlement,
Mountbatten and Lady Louis won over the tructlent Gandhi and
the stubborn Fukistuni leader {I forget his nawme) and in
& Matter of wecks persuaded bhewm to maxe a decision, it
Woo partition, admiltedly a poor substitute for fnign, but
1t was a settliement. With the benefit of hindsight we can
£ee that unlon would never have workod - even pariition has
nol solved all the problems of that troukled sib-continent,

In Zingapore 1 got lettors {rom bome. Tt's a4 strenge
seneation to renew beloved contaoct after three znd a half years,
especially when one huas been rosted as dead,

By the wmiddle of WMovember we wero the only Aus¥alisngs left,
three hundred of us. It was decided that we were wull enough
Lo go but australis had withdrawn 211 ships and Planes to
Work in the Pacific sectorsz, But Hountbatton lent usm one
his hospital ships, the "harou", manned by Fritish officers
and nurses with Indiam orderlies,

d¢ woere tzken down to embark; most of our australian
DUrSes came down to oce us off; Lhey were to come home later,
Ui board we ran unp againgt British discipline. Theip nurses
were not allowed to fraternize with the patienlsz. And now
they were scared, They had heard so mzny welrd tales of these
wild undisciplined Mgtralians.,

, i our aick bay, on the first hight at sea, the night
Srater was sitiing in the glow of a single 1ight, Suddenly
therc were sounds of an sllewation in the Passage cutaide,
Two of the fellows had stugpled some liguor aboard and Here
showing the effects of it .
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The sister turned pale and g0l hurriedly to her feet
to go and get help. mul a long lesn Tigure got out of the
bunk above me, quietly strolled out into the Passageway,
Saying to sister as he passed, YDontt worry, I'11 fix it,»
He went out, there was a sound of two heads being bumped
together, a few words of warning and them silenecc. There
¥as never any trouble after that. In a few days these Fnglish
girls were on the best of terms with us all. :

Freemantie and Porihk and the greal-hearted hospitatity
of the West for two days. The English nurses were amarzed
at the goods on display in the shops; there had been ' s0 little
#vailable in England through the long years of war. They
went round buying up Cardigans and c¢lothes. The Army sisters
of Perth Military Hospital zave them = wonderful time,

Western sustralians did. & wonderfyl job through the war.
They caw every sustralisn divigion off and welcomed them
all home again,

To Albany for coal and two days there. The Red Croso and
Country Women's gssociation were not to be outdone by their
Perth associates, We were taken up to the {own Hall and
there were long trestle tables loaded with the rich produce
of the Southe~west hams and poultry, fruit and cream. The
Imglish nurse near me started to cry, "What's the matter,
Slotert?? 1 asked. "If wuy mother could only see this:n
ohie sobbeds 3he and her people had known the hardships of
the blockade.

On to Melbourne and it was Melbournc Cup daye 4 list of
Victorisns who were on the "Karcs® had becn publiched in the
Melbourne papers. A5 I had enlisted in Victoria and had =
V,X, number my neme was on it. Within an hour of twying up
Lhere were forty letters, telegrams and parcels on Wy bunk,
including a bundle of assparagus weighing about five pounds
from the family of a man who grew the stuff. I gave it und
the fruit and the choculates to the nurses.

The malron of the "Karoa'" was a2 dour little SGOt.anE
of the moen to go ashore was lying on a stretcher on dec
with his wife Eobbiﬂg over him. He had lost both legs, Scot;y
tapped her on the shoulder, "ire ye crying because he'snlost
his legs?" che demanded. The woman looked up. "God, no,
she said, "I'm crying becsuse 1've got him back,” §c0tty
turned to the crowd of relstives and friends crowding rounda
"These men are going to need svery it of love and care you .
Can give them, “you, will never know what they have been through.

Scotty and her nurses were made the guests of the Victorian

Jockey Club and were later whisked away to ﬂiiﬂﬁiﬁf\g £g£k
Lhe daya rtvy of sanstralian pursaens Froo =
é?:ruiie gigﬁ biys of the WKargaf Tor the day to give the

Tnglish glrls a break.
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T %as down on the 1ist for disembarkation, having: a
VA number. 1 had difficulty tonvincing Scotty that T came
from New Zouth Wales, She nopled me off to the British Colonel
in charge of the ship, "“"Just what country do you come from?"
fie demanded. Luckily T had letters from Clarice in my pocket
aad they convinced him, Sg I was allowed to remain to £0
on to Sydney,

A gcore of my Melbourne friends had come down to the
"Karca" to meet me. They all wantsd me to spend the two davs
in port with them, I elected to go with way's sisters, but
- Wag refused-leave. Roy's sistep bearded the Colonel, MMy
sisier and I are both Hurses, fne of ug has a doctor husband
Ve both have private hospitals," she explained, “This s0ldier
will be in goud hands.,"

The Colonel considered the problem four a moment. "in
that case, if ¥ou accept full responslbility, I'11 let hipm
BC in your care.n

He never knew that the "Private hospitals" were ot the
maternity Variety,

Those, two days in Melbourne were wonderiul but T wanted
tc get home. [lome to Sydney where ‘my wife and children were
awalting me, Peuple understood, They were very guiet and
Patient, And they all came down Lo the ship to see me off
On the lawst Stage of my Jaurney.,



